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Serving God 
and Country 


“I PRESENT the Martha Vaxey Award 
to our Waterloo, Iowa, unit.” 

These or similar words were spoken 
at the Iowa state convention of the 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary 
last year. Since 1954 this award has 
been given to the DAVA unit with the 
best record in volunteer work at the 
veterans’ hospital in the state. 

The Northwestern Bell ran a full- 
page story, telling of Mrs. Martha 
Vaxey’s work during the past 18 years 
in behalf of U. S. disabled war veterans. 

Mrs. Vaxey is a former president of 
the Davenport Region LWML, a zeal- 
ous worker for the LWML in the Even- 
tide Guild of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Davenport, and a faithful member of 
the congregation. 

She is employed as a personnel as- 
sistant in the traffic department of the 
Northwestern Bell Telephone Com- 
pany’s Davenport, Iowa, exchange. The 
July—August 1955 issue of the North- 
western Bell tells of her arrangements 
for food, transportation, and entertain- 
ment for a day’s outing offered 60 boys 
from the Annie Wittenmeyer Home, 
a state-operated institution for children 
at Davenport, and a nearby orphanage. 
At the beginning of the day the boys 
“watched the rain alternately drizzle 
and beat down,” but the well-planned 
program delighted the boys. For six 
hours those orphans had the luxury of 
a “father.” NWB and AT&T men 
from Davenport romped and played 


NORTHWESTERN BELL TELEPH 


Martha Vaxey on one of her regular v 
Veterans Hospital, lowa City. Patien 
Decker explains the intricacies of wee 


with those lads as dads do with 
own sons on Saturdays. 

She has spent countless hou 
planning and putting on entertain 
writing letters for those no longe! 
to write, talking with those who 
no one else to talk to, and always 
ing a gracious smile for those who 
nothing to smile about. 

Her husband, a disabled ve 
gassed in World War I, suffered < 
ebral hemorrhage in 1953. 

She is described as “a soft-sj 
person with a dynamic kind of e 
siasm, extremely self-effacing, an 
first one to give others credit.” 

May more of our Lutheran w 
be encouraged by Mrs. Vaxey’s exé 
to serve both their God (by bein 
tive in the work of their local co 
gation) and country (by taking p 
such service work as Red Cross 
caring for those wounded in ba 
— Adapted from Northwestern 
and Jowa East District Edition. 


THE COVER 


The College of Presidents is meeting 
in St. Louis this week to assign calls to 
theological and teacher candidates. 

The cover picture of the Praesidium 
and the College of District Presidents 
was taken at the February meeting. 

First row, |. to r.: Arthur H. Werfel- 
mann, President of the Northern Illinois 
District of Synod; Walter E. Homann, 


. Northern Nebraska; O. R. Harms, 4th 


Vice-President; W. F. Lichtsinn, 3d 
Vice-President and Chairman of the 
College of District Presidents; John W. 
Behnken, President; Arnold H. Grumm, 
lst Vice-President; H. A. Harms, 2d 
Vice-President; Walter H. Meyer, Kan- 
sas; Herman J. Rippe, Atlantic. 
Second row: Ottomar Krueger, Cen- 
tral; Walter D. Oetting, Iowa East; 
Arthur C. Nitz, California and Nevada; 
C. F. Kellermann, Florida-Georgia; 
Victor L. Behnken, Southern California; 


Carl H. Bensene, Northwest; Ca 
Baase, Alberta and British Colu 
Roland Wiederaenders, Texas; } 
F. Krohn, Southern Nebraska; Pai 
Freiburger, Montana. 


Third row: Lloyd H. Goetz, } 
Wisconsin; Eric C. Malte, Ea 
Herbert H. Hellbusch, Colorado; 
tay W. Lobeck, Iowa West; Hug 
Kleiner, English; Walter O. Ra 
Ontario; Phil Mueller, South Da 
T. A. Weinhold, Western; V. P. Fe 
representing Andrew Zeile, Mich 


Fourth row: Leonard W. K 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan; Har 
Welp, Southern Illinois; Alfred E. 
rend, Oklahoma; Paul W. Stre 
Southern; Herbert ‘W. Baxmann, | 
Wisconsin; William H. Kohn, § 
eastern; Bernhard G. Mueller, ] 
Dakota; Alvin W. Mueller, Ce 
Illinois; Hugo A. Gamber, Minn 


; 


ago Columnist Lauds 
yn for Bonus Stand 


il Simon, 28, a Lutheran from 
Ill., and a member of the Illinois 
ature, is “the refreshing young 
whom Jack Mabley applauds in 
umn in the Chicago Daily News 
rrulen | 3y 

> young legislator won Mabley’s 
> for standing up “for what he 
; is right” on the state bill for a 
for veterans. 

ion, who would receive $240 for 
e in Korea, said he is going to 
igainst the measure in the House. 
n human enough to enjoy being 
> popular side of an issue — but 
oesn’t make it right,’ Simon said. 
1e party platforms of both parties 
called for it — but that doesn’t 


it right.” 
s is the state’s problem, Rep. 
1 summarized: “We have old 


> who are denied help because of 
of funds’; schools are overflow- 
vith 40,000 youngsters on _half- 
sssions because of ‘lack of funds’; 
ce a tremendous demand for col- 
expansion; our mental hospitals 
slipped in rank nationally from 
1 to 30th for ‘lack of funds’; we 
handicapped and blind people 
out an existence because of ‘lack 
ids’; thousands are in dire need on 
And yet the state would neglect 
needs to pay $75,000,000 in 
ses’ to veterans. It just doesn’t 
sense.” 
commending the legislator for 
x “the nerve to stand up for what 
inks is right,’ Mabley added: 
I be the first to say he should 
vernor.” 


nan Leaves for Africa as 
ness Administrator 
ligerian Lutheran Church 


| and Mrs. Richard C. Windhorst 
Louis left New York March 22 
d the Britannic for Nigeria, Brit- 
est Africa, where Mr. Windhorst 
erve as business administrator in 
‘igerian Lutheran Church. 
»mpanying the couple were their 
en, Richard, 9; Curtis, 8; Cheryl, 
1 Patricia, 8 months. 
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Mr. Windhorst was commissioned 
March 10 in St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, St. Louis, where he and his 
family held membership. 

Rev. Milton L. Rudnick, who bade 
them Godspeed, assumed his new pas- 
{Ofatewate staeeaulrs, st. Louis, this 
month, following a ministry of three 
years at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
New York City. 


Layman Richard C. Windhorst and his 
family, leaving for Nigeria, were wished 
Godspeed by Rev. Milton L. Rudnick. 


A 1946 graduate of St. Louis Uni- 
versity, Mr. Windhorst was employed 
for eight years on the Laboratory and 
Homicide Squad of the St. Louis Met- 
ropolitan Police Department. 

He is the son of Mrs. Ella Wind- 
horst, St. Louis; his wife, Patricia, is 
the daughter of Charles O. Bauer, also 
of St. Louis. 


Labor Asked to Help Bring 
New Morality to America 


“You have helped to bring prosper- 
ity to America. Now we beg you to 
help bring a new morality to America,” 
the United Automobile Workers in con- 
vention at Atlantic City heard a Prot- 
estant Episcopal leader say. 

Rev. G. Paul Musselman, executive 
secretary of the denomination’s Divi- 
sion of Urban Industrial Church Work, 
made the plea in an address to UAW. 

He praised the UAW for creating a 
review board of private citizens to act 
as a public watchdog on union ethical 
problems. 

“I think that the UAW with its new 
committee will help to make it under- 
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stood to America that it is not simply 
dangerous to be dishonest,” he said, 
“but will help people to understand that 
it is the highest patriotism to be honest 
and unselfish.” 

Other clergymen who addressed the 
convention were Methodist Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam of Washington, D. C.; 
Msgr. George Higgins, director of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference’s 
Social Action Department; Rabbi Mor- 
ris Adler of Detroit; and Rabbi Isidore 
B. Hoffman of New York. The first 
three are the clergy members of the 
review board. 


Protestants Ask U.S. Suspend 
Aid to Spain and Colombia 
Over Religious Issue 


A spokesman for Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State urged in Washing- 
ton that American economic aid to 
Spain and Colombia be stopped until 
the State Department “is convinced 
that religious liberty for all faiths has 
been restored” in those countries. 

Dr. C. Stanley Lowell, associate 
executive director, told the Senate 
special subcommittee on foreign aid 
that millions of dollars in economic 
and technical aid and surplus food 
have been going to both of these 
countries. 

In Colombia, he charged, 200 Prot- 
estant schools have been closed since 
1948, 47 Protestant churches destroyed 
by fire or dynamite, and 77 Colombia 


Protestants killed because of their 
religious faith. 
Many Protestant churches remain 


closed in Spain, he claimed, and Prot- 
estants have been placed under many 
civil disabilities there because of their 
religious belief. 

The POAU official said his organi- 
zation deplores religious discrimination 
practiced by Arab countries in the 
Middle East, but recognizes that with- 
drawal of American aid would prob- 
ably not now change national policies 
there. 

However, Colombia and Spain would 
be susceptible to such pressure, he 
added, and “it should be applied where 
it is apt to produce reform.” 


Missouri Synod Chaplain J. Floyd Dreith (Capt.) 
has been appointed Atlantic Fleet Chaplain with 
headquarters in Norfolk, Va. 


OFFICIAL U. S .NAVY'PHOTOS 


These four-year-old Sun- 
day school children of 
Our Savior Church, Can- 
ton, Ohio, had a part in 
the ground-breaking cer- 
emony for the new Sun- 
day school and parish 
hall unit. 


Synod’s TV program “This Is the Life” recentl 
received its second Freedoms Foundatio 
Award for the program’s contribution to tk 
American way of life. This scene of Christ 
betrayal is from the Easter episode. 


The 12 children of the late Mr. « 
Mrs. H. E. Lueking held a reun 
at Immanuel Church, Orange, Ca 
March 17. It was their first reun 
since 1932, when at Oxford, Ne 
they celebrated their parents’ gol 
wedding. Their father, who diec 
1939, and mother, killed in a 1 
nado in 1947, were married in 18 
Ten of the children were born o 
homestead at Oxford, where tl 
family helped found St. Jol 
Church. The six sons and six dau 
ters, all confirmed in St. John’s, 
mained loyal members of Missc 
nad CODES At 


Standing, l.-r.: Lawrence rie Atl: 
Nebr.; Walter, Bartley, Nebr.; Otto, Blow 
ton, Calif.; Fred, Kansas City, Mo.; and 
and Frank, Oxford. 

Seated: Mesdames Sophie Bauer, Salt Lake ( 
Mathilda Timm, Kings, Il.; Minnie Bauer, S 
Ana. Calif: Ella Schulenbure, Orange; 


fie 3 NEWS OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


Lutherans in World 
Total Nearly 71 Million 


An increase of 1,373,144 members 
during the past year brings the total 
number of Lutherans in the world to 
70,770,355, the Lutheran World Fed- 
eration reported in its newly published 
directory. 

This total for 150 churches, mis- 
sions, and groups in 69 countries is 
a conservative estimate, LWF officials 
say, because Lutherans in countries 
without organized churches or mis- 
sions were not included; for example, 
the Lutherans in China, Lithuania, 
Russia, and small German Lutheran 
songregations outside Germany. 

Nearly 49,000,000 Lutherans in 
29 countries are members of the 57 
churches affiliated with the LWF. 

Germany has 37,600,000 Lutherans; 


Scandinavia, 19,000,000; and_ the 
United States 7,400,000. 
The Church of Sweden, with 


7,290,112 members, is the largest Lu- 
heran Church in the world. 

Second largest is the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Saxony, with 
1,413,699 members. ; 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod is the largest Lutheran Church 
jutside the membership of the LWF. 

The second-largest Protestant 
Church in the world, according to 
he Christian Handbook of 1952, is 
he Presbyterian and Reformed, with 
nore than 41,000,000 members. 


Florida Congregation 
Helps Stricken Family 


Members of Grace Lutheran Church, 
st. Petersburg, Fla., are building a 
louse for a family whose father was 
aralyzed in a swimming accident last 
August, the Florida-Georgia District 
‘dition reports. 

In a dive into shallow water, Kirk- 
nan suffered the fracture of his top 
ertebrae. 

The young mother has been living 
n an old trailer with their three small 
hildren. The hospitalized father, How- 
ird G. Kirkman, 34, is struggling to re- 
jain at least partial use of his arms. 

His wife, Delores, 26, cares for 
erry, 5; Theresa, 4; and Jimmy, 
) months. Besides visiting her husband 
very day, she does volunteer work at 
he church. 

The November before the accident, 
he Kirkmans had come from Iowa and 
mmediately affiliated with Grace 
Shurch. 

The father was in the contracting 
wusiness. The trailer was their tempo- 
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rary home until they could build their 
own. 

Should Kirkman be dismissed, hos- 
pital authorities say the trailer could not 
accommodate his special wheel chair. 

“Only his indomitable faith saved 
him,” said his pastor, Rev. Martin Rup- 
precht, in presenting the matter to the 
congregation. “And, oh, what a tre- 
mendous faith and resignation to God’s 
will he has! We are reminded of what 
Jesus once said, ‘Such faith have I not 
seen, no, not in all Israel.’ 

“An attendant at the Bay Pines Hos- 
pital, where Howard is, has said: ‘This 
is the most tragic and needy case I have 
ever seen’; and he and another man 
have started this fund with a check for 
$500. Other individuals and organiza- 
tions (such as American Legion) are 
donating time, materials, and money. 
Grace Church has been asked to be the 
trustee for this fund.” 

The members of Grace formed a 
special committee, headed by William 
Henzler, to raise $4,000 for supplies to 
build the two-bedroom house; the work 
they planned to do themselves. 


Minnesota LWML Sponsors 
Human Relations Seminar 


“Today it may be safely said that 
there are perhaps several hundred of 
our congregations who have received 
individual persons identified with non- 
Caucasian groups into their fellow- 
ship.” 

Dr. Andrew Schulze of Valparaiso U. 
and Executive Secretary of the Lu- 
theran Human Relations Association of 
America made this statement at the 
Human Relations Seminar sponsored 
by the LWML Minnesota District. 


PEOPLE and EVE 


The seminar, which met in the 
Graebner Memorial Chapel of Con- 
cordia College, St. Paul, March 31, was 
one of a number of attempts to imple- 
ment a resolution of the St. Paul Con- 
vention of Synod. The resolution ac- 
knowledged “our responsibility as a 
church to provide guidance for our 
members to work in the capacity of 
Christian citizens for the elimination of 
discrimination wherever it may exist.” 

“We are at this time moving much 
faster toward the eventual goal of the 
elimination of the color bar in our 
churches,” Dr. Schulze told the 400 
persons attending the seminar. 

Discussion groups were led by Rev. 
E. B. Glabe, Dr. A. J. Schwantes, Rev. 
Ernest R. Drews, and Richard K. Fox, 
Jr., all of the Twin Cities. 


Church-Related Colleges 
In U.S. Total 744 


Of the 1,886 colleges and universi- 
ties in the United States, religious 
groups now control 744, the U. S. Office 
of Education reported. 

There are 474 Protestant colleges 
and universities, 265 Roman Catholic, 
and 5 Jewish listed in the agency’s 
annual Education Directory. 

An additional 481 colleges and uni- 
versities are under private control 
without religious affiliation. Some 661 
institutions of higher learning are pub- 
licly controlled, including 360 state 
colleges and universities, 282 municipal, 
and 10 Federal institutions. 

Coeducational institutions now num- 
ber 1,414, while 223 colleges enroll 
only men and 249 only women. About 
500 of the schools are not fully ac- 
credited four-year colleges. 


Four hundred Twin City Lutherans attended the Human Relations Seminar 
sponsored by the Minnesota District of LW ML. 
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Dinner Meeting of St. Louis Chapter, Concordia Historical Institute 


CHI Marks 30th Anniversary 


“The study of history is no hot-stove- 
league pastime,” Dr. Arthur C. Repp, 
president of the Concordia Historical 
Institute, told the 150 members of the 
St. Louis chapter who commemorated 
the organization’s 30th anniversary. 

CHI was chartered on March 31, 
1927. The anniversary dinner meeting 
was held in a seminary dining hall. 

Through a generous gift of CHI’s 
first president, Louis H. Waltke, the 
institute dedicated its own museum, 
archives, and library building in 1952. 
It is the only building devoted ex- 
clusively to Lutheran historical ma- 
terials in America. 

Dr Karle Khretzmann,, CHI saatinst 
full-time staff member, became curator 
in 1943. He was succeeded by Rev. 
August R. Suelflow in 1948. 


Evangelicals Oppose 
Federal Aid to Education 


The National Association of Evan- 
gelicals in convention at Buffalo strongly 
opposed Federal aid to education. 

“Federal aid is a departure from our 
traditional American position of indi- 


vidual responsibility and growth,” the 
resolution stated, “and tends toward 
socialism.” 

Federal aid to education would open 
the avenue to Federal control, the state- 
ment warned, and thus enable the ex- 
tremely liberal educational elements in 
UNESCO “to forward their anti-Chris- 
tian program, including the elimination 
of Christian schools.” 

The convention also reaffirmed the 
NAE’s “conviction of the necessity of 
separation of Church and State as a 
prerequisite of religious liberty.” 


Senator Urges Baptists 
To Set Up Parochial Schools 


Senator Robert Kerr (D.-Okla.), an _ 


active Southern Baptist layman, urged 
his denomination to establish its own 
parochial schools. 

Such schools are necessary, he told 
an annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Press Association in Washing- 
ton, to give elementary and high school 
education a greater Christian emphasis. 

Southern Baptist church — school 
plants, Senator Kerr stated, could be 
utilized for the parochial schools 
which would be supported by Baptists. 


Haven, Mich., confirmed 41 adults in February. Three members were received 
on profession of faith, and 36 adults and children were baptized. Prior to this 
year, St. John’s largest confirmation class had numbered 17. The top row of 
men formed the PTR committee of the congregation. In January, Rev. Edward 
Hilst, 35, who had spearheaded the PTR mission, died of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


Briefly Told 


@ “The Tokyo Lutheran Center 
lidabashi, Tokyo, is now undergoing 
complete face lifting, thanks to th 
service offered by 16 men from the He 
Co., USAFE,” a recent Tokyo new: 
paper clipping said. “The voluntee1 
are furnishing their equipment an 
giving time to paint the outside of th 
chapel, which they hope to complete b 
Saturday afternoon. 

“ “As soon as they are through wit 
the outside, the boys are planning t 
paint the inside of the chapel, too,’ sai 
E. H. Tewes, business manager of th 
Genter 

The center houses a chapel where tk 
American military personnel and a Ja] 
anese Lutheran congregation worshi 
each Sunday. The Japan Luthera 
Hour offices, the seminary, the missio 
business offices, the language school fc 
missions, and the headquarters for tk 
Bible Correspondence Course are als 
in the same large building. 


@ Gideons International presente 
its 35,000,000th Bible to an executiy 
of the world’s largest hotel. Geors 
McSwain, who accepted the Bible i 
the tower of the 3,000-room’ Conrz 
Hilton Hotel in Chicago, observed th: 
Bibles give much comfort to the gues 
who occupy the rooms in the 29-hot 
Hilton group. Peter J. Zondervan « 
Grand Rapids, who made the present 
tion, is the president of the 22,00( 
member Bible-placing league. F 
brought to Chicago 475 Bibles to r 
place those damaged or lost in hot 
service. Since 1908 Gideons hav 
placed the 35,000,000 copies in hotel 
hospitals, jails, motels, trains, ships, an 
airplanes. 


From Poland, 866 letters in or 
month reached the London Luthera 
Hour office in response to the Polis 
broadcast — and every letter is sent ; 
personal risk in that Soviet-dominate 
land. 


Mrs. Tillie Dobler, late membe 
of Pilgrim Church, Beaverton, Oreg 
bequeathed 50 acres of valuable proj 
erty to her church. The proceeds frot 
her estate, valued at $50,000, will g 
to the building fund, established b 
Pilgrim Church last year. She we 
a member of the congregation since ii 
founding in 1943. In her youth sh 
drove with her parents over unsurface 
roads to attend church in Portlan 
before the parish in Beaverton wé 
established. 


THE LUTHERAN WIT 


My Beloved Child” 


WHEN I WAS A CHILD, I was taught 
yy reverent parents, teachers, and min- 
sters to respect the Bible as the Word 
if God. Because the Bible said so, and 
veryone I knew accepted the Bible as 
ivine truth, I never doubted that Christ 
ved and died and rose again. 

At 17 I entered one of “the big four” 
olleges for women. There for the first 
ime in my life I heard “learned’’ pro- 
essors say: “Yes, the Bible is impres- 
ive, but many of the Old Testament 
tories are just legends you can’t take 
terally. Christ wasn’t really born of 

virgin. (Don’t be naive!) 

“Most of His so-called miracles can 
e explained. There is nothing super- 
atural about them. His simple-minded 
llowers could easily have exaggerated. 
snorant fellows, they were probably 
motional. 

“Christ was not divine. He was just 

good man — perhaps the best man 
tho ever lived — teaching a high form 
f ethics. 

“As for the resurrection? It cannot 
e proved. There is no historical evi- 
ence for it outside the Biblical ac- 
ounts. We cannot rely on the Gospel 
riters since they all differ in details.” 


AFTER FOUR YEARS of riddling the 
criptures, professors sent me from the 
hallowed” halls of higher learning 
onsiderably more “open-minded,” so- 
histicated, well informed on a variety 
f subjects, infinitely more critical than 
was at 17, but religiously insecure and 
ncertain. My faith in Christ was gone. 

In the next 12 years, trying to de- 
2rmine what was truth, I attended 
vany different churches; read books on 
eligion, psychology, philosophy, his- 
sry, sociology, morals, and ethics; and 
tudied the Bible with the aid of a com- 
ventary. In churches of various com- 
unions I listened to preachers. Some 
npressed me; others disgusted me. 
jradually I arrived at what I consid- 
red an intellectually workable com- 
romise of truth. 

But the Holy Spirit suddenly showed 
ae the solid foundation of truth and 
he quicksand of my “compromise.” 


_ THE RESURGENCE Of vital faith in my 
avior came under dramatic circum- 
tances. 

On a hot, humid afternoon ‘in July 
was watching over the ‘sickbed of my 
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three-year-old son. 
with fever. 

I was all alone and terribly fright- 
ened. Just the day before he had suf- 
fered a febrile convulsion while I held 
him in my arms. 

I could not forget the horror of his 
rigid little body, his upturned eyes, his 
foaming mouth, his racking breath. He 
stopped breathing and turned biue! He 
was dying! I was frantic, desperate, 
helpless! He drew in his breath and 
let out a sharp cry — the relief! 

Now I was hovering over his little 
bed. He was listless, restless, burning 
with fever. 


He was burning 


I WAS ALONE. Two doctors had just 
told me over the phone that there was 
no need for them to come, as there 
was nothing more to do but wait for 
the fever to break. 

“If only a neighbor would come, just 
for company,” I thought. I was terri- 
fied that the continued high fever might 
bring on another convulsion. Casting 
about for some distraction in the 
anxiety, I glanced at the bookcase. The 
gold lettering on the back of a black 
book caught my eye — HOLY BIBLE. 

I grasped it, and as I did, I felt 
strength come into me. I was not alone. 
Hoping for help, I opened it. The page 
was headed “Christ in Gethsemane.” 
I read down the page until I came to 
the words, “O My Father, if this cup 
may not pass away from Me except 
I drink it, Thy will be done.” 


SUDDENLY this passage made. sense. 
All the pieces of 12 years fell into 
place. With lightning clarity I saw the 
meaning of surrender to the will of 
God. A great load dropped from my 


shoulders. Unspeakable relief and 
serenity came. If God takes my son 
from me, it will be His will. This child 


belongs to Him. I have no claim on 
him. 

In that moment I learned to pray as 
I had never before prayed: “O Savior, 
without Thee I am helpless and hope- 
less, but with Thee all things are pos- 
sible. Into Thy hands I commend my 
beloved child. Spare him and restore 
him to health if it be Thy will. Not my 
will, but Thine, O Lord, be done.” 

My son fell asleep, and while he 
slept, the fever broke. When he awoke 
several hours later, he was much im- 
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ADAPTED FROM 


““MY CHURCH" 
THE VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH, BRONXVILLE, N, Y. 


proved. I was inexpressibly grateful. 
But even more grateful am I for the 
restoration of my faith. 


THIS EXPERIENCE has changed my 
life. 

All hesitancy, mental reservation, 
doubt are gone. With complete assur- 
ance, as I knew in childlike faith, I can 
now say, “I know that my Redeemer 
liveth,” because the Bible says so, and 
I have felt His presence. 

No human book, however impres- 
sive, no statement of man-made ethics, 
however high, has the power to 
strengthen in time of crisis. Only the 
Holy Spirit in the inspired revelation 
of God can turn doubt to confidence 
uncertainty to conviction. 

The Bible is the only book that can 
offer divine help in every human crisis 
— even unto death. 

God used the illness of my beloved 
child to lead me back to Him. 

My son lives. All my life Ill tell 
him: “If Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain.” 

Christ lives and reigns! Praise God! 
Oh, praise Him! 


Note: The author is the mother of 
two sons. As a volunteer, she con- 
tributes half of every day to the Lord’s 
work. 
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don’t care how sorry you 
are,” snapped the vice-president in 
charge of sales promotion. ‘““We’re in- 
terested in sales, not excuses. In this 
organization our work must show 
results.” 

Success in many instances is meas- 
ured by results. Investments must 
bring profits. Advertisements must in- 
crease sales. Speakers must draw 
crowds. TV performers must win top 
ratings. In these and other areas of 
human endeavor success means results. 

There is a tendency to apply the 
same yardstick to churches. To be 
successful, a church must show an in- 
crease in membership, a gain in enroll- 
ment, a rise in receipts, and a hoost in 
property value. 

But where does this gauge of suc- 
cess leave the parish that cannot chart 


8 


God at Work 


or graph spectacular results? What of 
the congregations and Christians who 
are zealous in their witness to the com- 
munity and the world — without the 
results that spell visible success? 

The psalmist has an answer to this 
question. Unless God’s blessing rests 
upon a human undertaking, he states, 
it is vain to look for success. 


Two Familiar Scenes 


“Except the Lord build the house, 
they labor in vain that build it,” says 
the author of Psalm 127. 

There is the familiar scene of build- 
ers putting up the walls of a new house 
or placing the timbers on the roof. The 
psalmist weighs the dangers that 
threaten the building: flood, fire, wind- 
storm, or earthquake. Any of these 
may occur without warning and undo 
hours of labor. 

To complete a building requires 
more than men and their toil, the holy 
writer reflects. God must be a partner 
in the enterprise if there is to be any 
guarantee of success. His almighty 
hand alone can stave off the unforeseen 
catastrophe. 

“Except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain,” the 
psalmist says in drawing a second 
scene. 

An ancient city, without the benefit 
of modern lighting, is veiled by night. 
The narrow streets lie in utter darkness, 
a favorable condition for thieves and 
robbers. 

The darkness breeds another danger. 
Under the protection of night a hostile 
force may creep up to the city’s edge. 
The soldiers may scale the wall, sack 
the defenseless area, and massacre its 
inhabitants. 

To forestall this eventuality, the city 
has posted a watchman, who conscien- 
tiously makes his rounds. 

It is impossible for a watchman to 
be everywhere at the same time. It 
requires more than men and their vigi- 
lance, the poet concludes, to watch over 
a city. The Lord,who knows and sees 
all, whether it be by day or by night, 
must ultimately protect the city and its 
inhabitants if they are to be safe. 
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Message with Results 


The psalmist’s principle applies als 
to Christians who, like the first follow 
ers of the Savior, are witnesses of Hi 
resurrection. Christians, too, are de 
pendent on the Lord, for He alone ca 
add results to their witnessing. 

Fifty days after the resurrection c 
Christ the Apostle Peter, filled with th 
Holy Ghost, addressed the multitud 
which had been attracted by the ou 
pouring of the Spirit. This miracl 
Peter stated, was the fulfillment of 
prophecy recorded about 800 year 
earlier by Joel. 

“And it shall come to pass,” declare 
the prophetic message, “that whosoeve 
shall call on the name of the Lord sha 
be saved.” 

Salvation is through faith in th 
Christ whom they had crucified an 
slain, but “whom God hath raised ut 
having loosed the pains of death, be 
cause it was not possible that He shoul 
be holden of it,” Peter told his audience 

In Psalm 16, the apostle reminde 
the multitude, David had foretold the 
God would raise Christ from the deac 
In Psalm 2 the poet said of Christ the 
God would raise Him to sit on Hi 
throne. 

“This Jesus hath God raised up, 
Peter said, “whereof we all are wil 
nesses. ... Therefore let all the hous 
of Israel know assuredly that God hat 
made that same Jesus whom ye hay 
crucified both Lord and Christ.” 

The apostle’s words struck deep i 
the hearts of the Jews assembled i 
Jerusalem. About 3,000 believed in th 
Christ whom Peter had preached. The 
were baptized in the Savior’s namé¢ 
It was a memorable event in the histor 
of the Christian Church. 


Whose Success? 


What accounted for the success a 
Peter’s message? Did the apostle’ 
eloquence move his hearers to embrac 
the Christian faith? 

If this question had been put t 
Peter, he would have been the first t 
deny any responsibility for the result 
of his preaching. He knew that h 
had spoken only as he was moved bi 
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1c Holy Ghost. He knew that God 
lone can break down the barrier in the 
eart of man who will not accept in 
uith the good news of a risen Re- 
eemer. 

Scripture affirms that God is the 
uthor and Giver of salvation. “By 
race are ye saved, through faith,” Paul 
rys, “and that not of yourselves, it is 
ie gift of God.” Jesus Himself said: 
This is the work of God, that ye be- 
eve on Him whom He hath sent.” 
The fruit of the Spirit is . . . faith,” 
aul wrote to the Galatian Christians. 
God gives faith. As He is the Origin 
f man’s physical life, so He alone is 
ie Source of man’s spiritual life. 
What, then, can Christians accom- 
lish by their individual and collective 
forts? Christians can only sow the 
ed of the Word. Under the blessing 
f God that seed brings forth the fruit 
f faith. 

“All the servants of God have to 
wild up the house of the Lord, that 


Always 


How THE MOUNTAIN CLIMBER, after 


| his efforts, would enjoy staying on 
yp of the world! But the atmospheric 
sights are too thin, and he must get 
ack to camp. 
Is the Easter air too rarefied for you? 
on’t you wish you could remain on 
ie summit of Resurrection Victory? 
Or do you belong to the company 
; the relieved? Are you glad that 
aster is over and that you can settle 
ick to a normal life? ; 
The first Easter was a dismal day 
the early Christians. Once they 
ere convinced, however, that Jesus 
id risen from the dead, Easter never 
ided for them. Every Sunday became 
e LORD’S DAY, a weekly memorial 
' the Savior’s resurrection. 
Every morning when they arose from 
eep, the followers of Jesus assured 
emselves: “He lives also today! He 
ves who once was dead, lives in our 
earts!) He who walked with the dis- 
ples walks with us!” 
Christians of the first century were 
rtain of the Redeemer’s presence in 
eir lives. The living Lord ruled their 
carts and directed their affections to 
e heavenly plain with its eternal 
ter. 


is, the church of God,” said one theo- 
logian. “But God must be the Master 
Builder and give success from above to 
the work of His servants.” 


Most Important Task 


Christians will, therefore, zealously 
work at their important task — the 
most important task with which human 
beings can be entrusted — of bringing 
the good news of a risen Savior to all 
men who are willing to listen. But if 
souls are won for Christ, the credit and 
the glory belong to God alone. 

Sometimes the witness of believers 
falls on deaf ears. It may appear that 
nobody responds to the Gospel of a 
risen Savior who frees men from the 
bonds of sin. Many people, it seems, 
would prefer a dead Christ, a man with 
rare insights and a teacher of lofty 
ethics who died a martyr’s death. 

There is no reason to despair when 
the message of the risen Lord meets 


Faster 


Did not Jesus the night before His 
death tell the disciples: “Because I live, 
ye shall live also”? On that divine 
pledge St. Peter bases his sublime 
doxology: 


Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, which according 
to His abundant mercy hath begotten 
us again unto a lively hope by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 


Every Christian will experience the 
reality of that lively hope when the Day 
of Resurrection dawns. 

Even now that hope becomes a 
reality for the believer in Christ. 

Through faith in the crucified and 
risen Savior your soul is quickened. 
You who were dead in sins are made 
alive together with Christ. 

You bear about in your body, Saint 
Paul says, “the dying of the Lord 
Jesus,” so that “the life also of Jesus” 
might be manifested in your body. 


You have CHRIST IN YOU, THE 


HOPE OF GLORY! 

Do you appreciate this hope? Are 
you sharing it with others? 

May it be Easter always in your 
heart — Easter after Easter, rising into 
endless eternity. GEORGE KUECHLE 
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with resistance. Once God’s men and 
women have been faithful witnesses of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, God assumes the responsibility 
for further developments. Through His 
Holy Spirit He works on the hearts of 
those who hear the Gospel from the 
lips of His children. 

The Christian who vainly pleads with 
a relative or friend to believe in the 
Lord Jesus, the foreign missionary 
whose three-year ministry yields but 
one baptism, the rural church whose 
statistical gains are nullified by remoy- 
als and deaths, the city church that 
continues to witness in a blighted com- 
munity — all these may fail to show 
visible results. 

But through these Christians God is 
at work. His kingdom has no periphery. 
Everywhere He adds everlasting bless- 
ing and eternal results to the message 
of the risen Lord. 


GEORGE V. SCHICK 


ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 


“THE RESURRECTION,” Lodovicus Finsonius 
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The Lesson from Labor Investigations 


While the San Andreas fault shook the Bay 
area with earthquakes, the Senate’s labor investi- 
gation touched off some rumbling and ,crum- 
bling in the Pacific Northwest empire of a labor 
leader. He invoked the Fifth Amendment 117 
times to avoid incriminating himself. 

Later, he announced, he would spend 
$1,000,000 of Teamsters’ funds to tell his side 
of the story. The chief investigator of the Sen- 
ate Committee commented: “He just missed the 
chance to tell it all for free.” 

How did the Teamsters react? 

“Everybody is out to get what he can,” a Min- 
neapolis driver told a correspondent of the New 
York Times, conducting a survey in 25 U.S. 
cities. “Let the big boys fight it out.” 

A Los Angeles member said: “The union has 
always done all right by me, and I don’t care 
about any of this stuff.” 

“Took, mister,” said a Boston Teamster, “I 
pay my dues and I do au day’s work, and it’s 
none of my business... .” 

The. 15,000,000. U.S. " workingmen holding 
membership in labor unions have reaped advan- 
tage and privilege through their union affiliations. 
These members also have a responsibility to 
themselves and to their union. It’s their duty to 
choose labor leaders of honesty and integrity. 

The Christian workingman will serve his fel- 
low workers by heeding every summons to lead- 
ership. If Christians do not take the initiative in 
striving for honesty and integrity in the labor 
unions, who will? 

Are unions, like some congregations, hard put 
to preserve their democratic form of government 
because the members delegate more and more 
of their responsibilities to officers, boards, and 
committees, while they themselves pay their dues 
and care less and less about what happens in the 
organization? 

Is indifference the common problem of politics, 
national associations, and church bodies? There 
is a lesson in the labor union scandals. The voice 
that is silent or the man who is absent contributes 
to the concentration of power and forfeits his 
right of representation. 


Good TV “Buy” 


Revlon spent $1,793,000 in 1950 for adver- 
tising and promotion; its sales were $19,000,000. 
In 1956 the advertising and promotional figure 
was $15,500,000, but Revlon’s sales soared to 
$85,000,000, Advertising Age stated. TV’s 
$64,000 Question gave away $14,000 on a 
weekly average for half of last year. The sales 
spell out goldenly: “It pays to advertise.” 

Someone in the family is watching TV ‘six 
hours of every day, surveys indicate, and there 
are 42,000,000 TV sets in the U. gs a TV sta- 
tion manager recently stated. 
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The life span of TV shows is comparative 
brief. Every half-hour program which _ begz 
last fall, he said, is off the air now, and eac 
of these programs involved an outlay of $250,00 
before the program went on the air. 

Five years ago the Missouri Synod produce 
the first series of “This Is the Life” for TV. Th 
the program has lived five years in the ephemer 
and fleeting existence of TV and has twice we 
the Freedoms Foundation Award evokes chee 
for the synodical committee and the productiol 

Synod’s current fiscal budget allows $750,00 
for the production of “This Is the Life.” It 
a good “buy” for the church; 302 stations car: 
the program on a sustaining basis. The TV tim 
would cost an additional $2,500,000 a year, 
Synod had to pay. 

There is an old rhyme: “I once had a do 
whose name was Rover, and when he died, I 
died all over.” When a commercial TV progra: 
ends, it dies “all over.” 

The results of “This Is the Life” live to eternit: 
Through the mail returns the church has estal 
lished the growing arm of telemission. Synod 
TV office classifies the mail and each Friday sen 
the letters to the post office of the nearest past 
for follow-up. 

The church sees the power of the living Wor 
Your investment in “This Is the Life” has broug] 
and will continue to bring eternal returns. 


Can the Church Do Less? 


More than a thousand pastors and _ teache: 
will again attend summer sessions at Synod 
professional schools this June and July. Cor 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, has excellent courss 
in theology for pastors as well as for graduat 
teachers in parish schools and high schools. Th 
Seward and River Forest teachers colleges off 
credit courses for teachers on all levels. In ac 
dition, these schools will have workshops an 
institutes in many fields. 

Why all this activity during the summer “vs 
cation” period? Because this is the only tim 
when parish activities taper off sufficiently fe 
professional workers to get away from their cor 
gregations for more than a day or two. 

Hard-headed industry invests millions of do 
lars in released time and tuition costs for the it 
service training of its production, sales, and ac 
ministrative personnel. Industry has found thi 
this training pays dividends in better produc 
and service. 

Can the church do less? Or is the care of tk 
minds and immortal souls of the church’s work 
ers less vital than providing for the wants of the 
bodies? 

Can congregations afford such an investment 
Can they afford to release their pastors and teach 
ers for a few weeks? Can churches afford t 
contribute toward the expenses of their worke! 
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or, better still, pay their tuition and board and 
travel costs in full? 

Why not let pastors and teachers throw them- 
selves wholeheartedly — and without financial 
worries — into the task of replenishing for next 
year’s task their mental and spiritual resources, 
their zeal and enthusiasm for the great commis- 
sion that lies before the church and its members? 

The pastor “gives out’ all year. Fresh “intake” 
will benefit the entire parish. 

Talk it over. The WITNEss lists the official an- 
nouncements of Synod’s schools. 


nvestigate Rome’s Claim 


Seventy-five years ago a group of Roman Cath- 
olic men, under the leadership of Father M. J. 
McGivney of New Haven, Conn., founded a 
fraternal benefit society, called the Knights of 


yose Leaves 


Columbus. The organization now numbers more 
than a million members. Its advertising campaign 
in the national press, according to the Roman 
Catholic weekly America, has brought 25 million 
inquiries about the Roman Church. 

One of the Knights’ free pamphlets challenges 
the reader to investigate the claim of the Roman 
Catholic Church that it is the only true church 
of Christ. 

The WITNEss from time to time receives re- 
quests to answer these claims of the Knights of 
Columbus. Plans are in the making to comply. 

Meanwhile, WITNESS readers are directed to 
Theodore Hoyer’s 40-page pamphlet “Why I Am 
Not a Roman Catholic” for a correct appraisal 
of the K.C. tracts. Dr. Hoyer discusses in par- 
allel columns 17 differences between “God’s 
Truth” and “Rome’s Falsehood.” 


Jnderstanding? 


According to a report of the Catholic Review, 
in. what is called “operation understanding,” 
Protestants are to be invited to an “open house” 
staged by Roman Catholic churches. Such a 
project was successfully carried through in Okla- 
homa City, where, on a given Sunday, “about 
10,000 Protestants” visited the Roman churches 
of that city. They received an explanation of 
Roman Catholic worship, and questions were 
answered. Two subsequent meetings were planned 
for those interested in becoming converts. “Oper- 
ation understanding” is to be repeated in other 
parts of the country. 

There is much here to be commended. It is 
to be hoped that Protestants, also, will take up 
this idea. Why not an “operation understanding” 
to acquaint Roman Catholics with Protestant 
worship? Why not an “open house” Sunday 
when all Protestants would be encouraged to 
invite their Roman Catholic friends to attend 
their services, receive explanations, and ask 
questions? 

Why not? Because what Protestants are free 
to do Roman Catholics are not free to do. A nice 
operation in understanding when sponsored by 
the hierarchy becomes an insidious threat to the 
true faith when Protestant ministers take it up. 
What is considered broad and brotherly when 
done by Protestants becomes a mortal sin when 
done by Roman Catholics. 

What does understanding mean? Why should 
not all houses be open? — Church and State. 


. Preacher of Contentment 


I have one preacher that I love better than 
any other on earth; it is my little tame robin, 
who preaches to me daily. I put crumbs upon 
my window sill, especially at night. He hops to 
the window sill when he wants his supply, and 
takes as much as he needs. Then he always 

hops to a tree near by, lifts his voice to God, 
_ sings his carol of praise and gratitude, tucks his 
7 
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little head under his wing, goes fast to sleep, and 
lets tomorrow look after itself. 

He is the best preacher that I have on earth. — 
LUTHER. 


Time Changes Nothing 


The more things change, the more they remain 
the same. Problems of today are almost identical 
with those of yesterday. We talk boastfully of 
our scientific advances and of our wider knowl- 
edge. They may make our life more comfortable, 
but they also make our crises more tragic, our 
revolutions more dangerous and destructive. To- 
day’s weapons can kill more people, and kill 
them faster, than could the weapons of 100 years 
ago. Men have in the last fifty years also ad- 
vanced new theories as explanations of our exist- 
ence and solutions for our perplexities, such as 
the evolution of man and atheistic communism. 
Yet at the same time crime has multiplied, and 
more blood has been shed in war than in 500 
years preceding. Our material advances have out- 
stripped’ our spiritual growth. In spite of our 
greater secular knowledge, and our larger oppor- 
tunities, we are neither better nor wiser than our 
fathers. Time has not really changed anything, 
surely not human nature. 

One night long ago Jesus said to Nicodemus, 
“Ye must be born again.” Without the new birth 
from above, offered to us in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and produced in us by the Holy Spirit, 
the sad and dismal story of our failures will only 
repeat themselves endlessly. Our great need is 
not some new scientific advance, or universal ed- 
ucation, or a new ideology such as communism, 
but a faith in, and a new obedience to, the God 
who is our Creator. 

The Lord our God offers Himself to us as our 
only Savior. Apart from Him we are still lost 
and on the way to ruin in every area of our life. 
In Him alone can we find personal salvation, 
domestic blessedness, economic justice, inter- 
national peace. — The Church Herald. 
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“lam not trying to shock you. 

But... we are liable to lose souls over 

here. If we don’t keep our young 

Lutheran service people strong, what 

will happen to our future church? They 

need spiritual help in peacetime more 
than they do in war.” 


From a Chaplain’s Letter 


The Commission maintains daily contact with the 
Pentagon. Chaplain Kenneth L. Ahl, left, the Com- 
mission’s Executive Secretary, confers with Chief of 
Navy Chaplains (Rear Admiral) Edw. B. Harp, Jr. 


97 Missouri Synod chaplains are on active dut 
Army, Navy, and Air Force. 350 pastors also 
ministry to service people. 
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Man-to-man counseling is one of the chaplain’s 
jobs. Chaplain Theodore M. Schoewe talks thir 
with a soldier. 


2 See . 
rae WORK OF SYNOD’S ARMED SERVICES COMMISSION 
> 3 


Last year more than a quarter-million Gl’s enjoyed Chris- 
tian fellowship at 40 Lutheran Service and Parish Centers 
in this country and overseas. This picture was taken at the 
Baltimore Center. 


‘“‘! am now on isolation 
duty. Your monthly Loy- 
alty — Christ and Coun- 
try is the only contact 
with my church,” writes 
a member of the U.S. 
Navy. 


Nine full-time Missouri Synod VA chaplains and 140 pastors 
minister to the “forgotten men and women” in Veterans Ad- 
ministration hospitals. Chaplain Edward G. Deffner gives Com- 
munion to a patient in a Madison, Wis., hospital. 


This Is HERB™ 


“Herb” is typical of the 24,000 
members of our church in the 
Armed Forces. Following are some 
of the ways in which your Synod 
serves him from the time he leaves 
his home congregation until he re- 
turns. 


®m As soon as a congregation 
sends Herb’s address to Synod’s 
Armed Services Commission in 
Washington, D.C., the information 
is forwarded to the nearest chap- 
lain or contact pastor. 


& Within 48 hours the Commis- 
sion mails Herb a service prayer 
book and other items. 


® Each month the Commission 
sends him Loyalty — Christ and 
Country, an order of worship with 
sermons, hymns, and prayers; the 
latest addresses of Missouri Synod 
chaplains; and a tract for service 
people. 


® Every three months Double 
Time, a pocket-size magazine of 
Lutheran service news, is mailed 
to him. 


®& 40 Lutheran Service and Parish 
Centers are open in the U.S. and 
overseas, where he can _ enjoy 
Christian fellowship in his free 
time. The Lutheran Service Com- 
mission, a co-operative agency of 
the Missouri Synod and the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, supervises 
the centers. 
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New Adventures 


On an Old Frontier 


Harry G. COINER 
Chairman, Family Life Committee 


“There is no other soil like the 
home in which people can grow.” 


The family circle, the oldest and most basic frontier of life, 
is the nucleus of the Christian community. There is no other soil 
like the home in which people can grow. In institutionalized 
America the basic institution, the family, needs help to face many 
disruptive forces. 


One of the most promising signs for good is the church’s 
growing concern for Christian family living. The congregation 
at Main and Maple Streets is becoming more sensitive to the fact 
that it can hardly function as it should in a disordered world 
unless it employs the home as a main ally in Christian nurture. 
This is the new adventure in our church life today. 


Synod’s Family Life Committee exists to help every family 
in becoming, by the grace of God, a spiritually growing, respon- 
sible Christian family unit. Its practical program can be woven 
into the life and work of the parish easily and effectively. It 
includes thorough indoctrination, family worship, home visitation, 
helping new families, marriage counseling, educating children and 
youth for Christian marriage and home life, educating adults for 
parenthood and family living, serving the aging, providing litera- 
ture, observing Christian Family Week. 

Through the current family-life training program, which began 
with 10 regional workshops, it is estimated that 30,000 to 40,000 
lay leaders, men, women, young people, will receive training by 
the end of 1959, in “our largest adult-education project.” 


Each year materials are provided for Christian Family Week, 
such as the tract on the 1957 theme, “Praying Families Build 
Stronger Homes.” Just off the press is Helping Families Through 
the Church, which offers the best in materials and programs. 
In June the sixth of the Parent Guidance booklets will appear — 
a 13-lesson course on “Parents Are Teachers.” The Family Life 
Committee has provided many Christian tracts and booklets to 
guide young people, married couples, and parents. 


“I have been developing the Family Life Program in my con- 
gregation for several years, and the results have been gratifying,” 
Rev. Dale Griffin of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Cheltenham, Pa., 
writes. “Our Walther League is booming because the youngsters 
believe they are getting worthwhile material for their lives; our 
parents are grateful for the help they are receiving; and this is 
helping us gain more members for our church... . 

“More and more people come to me with their problems, 
although I do not publicize a counseling program. In brief, my 
pastoral ministry is more effective and our congregational life 
more meaningful throuzh these new insights into the church’s 
ministry which we are receiving through the Family Life Program.” 

Family Life Education is a new adventure on an old frontier! 
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REV. T. A. RAEDEKE, new Associat 
Director of Evangelism at the Lutherai 
Building, was formerly pastor of Re 
deemer Church, Wayzata, Minn. 


Pittsburgh Editor 
Comments on PTR 


During a PTR Mission the editor o 
a Pittsburgh, Pa., newspaper recenth 
expressed appreciation for Lutherar 
evangelism in the following words: 

“The Lutheran evangelical missio1 
that is being conducted this week i 
different from some of the more sen 
sational drives of former years in tha 
they were interdenominational an 
dominated by a single big name. . 

“Although lacking the spectacula 
qualities of Sunday’s and Graham’ 
missions, the Lutheran campaign i 
being waged with a deep, quiet earnest 
ness that is very impressive. 

“Pittsburghers are a religious people 
and movements like this of the Lu 
therans to carry the Gospel into home 
and districts where it may not hav 
received the attention it deserves wil 
receive the approval of many others be 
sides Lutherans.” 


Rotate Chaplains at Point, 
Senate Bill Proposes 


Rotation between the major churct 
denominations of the chaplaincy at the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
N. Y., would be possible under legisla: 
tion introduced by Senators Warren G 
Magnuson and Henry M. Jacksor 
(both, D-Wash.). 7 

“There is no reason why the post of 
chaplain at West Point should not be 
filled the same way as that of the Naval 
Academy at Annapolis or the U.S. Ail 
Force Academy at Denver,” Magnuson 
and Jackson said. | 

They pointed out that the Navy an 
Air Force schools fill the post of chap 
lain as do other Army, Navy, and Ai 
Force bases — by assignment from th 
Chief of Chaplains Office. 
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nps for Missions 
Boost 
fore than 300 Lutherans in Mis- 
ri, Illinois, and Iowa have offered to 
ourage fellow members to help 
mps for Missions. Their offers came 
‘esponse to requests sent to pastors 
Raymond E. Hodges, president. 
ther 200 persons, who voluntarily 
te for information about the project, 
helping in a similar way. 
tamps for Missions representatives 
it out that they secure co-operation 
hout interfering with a congrega- 
’s existing program and without 
ense to the parish. 
he aged and handicapped are often 
py to collect and sort stamps for 
mps for Missions. Young people 
| find the work an interesting hobby. 
ny church societies have adopted 
project as a part of their program. 
he stamps are all used postage 
nps, which are of value to stamp 
ectors. Old stamps stored away in 
>s, as well as foreign or commemo- 
ve stamps, are especially good. 
© date $12,500 has been turned 
r to Synod’s Church Extension Fund 
ye used for the spread of the Gos- 
Much more could be obtained an- 
lly if many consecrated individuals 
) have time would participate in the 
ect. For further information write 
STAMPS FOR Missions, 210 North 
adway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


ssionary Board Builds 
ree Schools in Florida 


dur Savior Chapel-School at Or- 
lo is the second building of its type 
ted by the Missionary Board of the 
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J. CC. CLANCY 


Chapel-School, Orlando, Fla. 


heran Synodical Conference in Flor- 
The church was dedicated Jan- 

LT 

ev. James P. Dretke is serving the 

gregation until he assumes his duties 

Nigeria, West Africa. 

. similar building was dedicated at 

<sonville in May 1956. Rev. Wil- 

» H. Jones and Vicar John G. Mur- 

k are in charge of this mission. 

. graduate candidate will be called 

spring to serve a third chapel- 


The Centennial of 
Teachers Colleges 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


The St. Paul Convention resolved that Synod recognize the 
blessing of God by proclaiming the 1956-1957 school year as 
the Centennial Year of Formal Training for the Ministry of 
Teaching. The resolution also asked that “appropriate observance 
of this centennial be suggested to our congregations and to our 
seminaries and colleges.” 

The founding fathers, recognizing the importance of Christian 
day schools, established them. In many instances, pastors taught 
the parochial schools. The Seminary in Perry County trained 
eight teachers. The Fort Wayne Seminary also began some teacher 
training in 1846. At the time of Synod’s organization in 1847 
the theological seminaries in St. Louis and Fort Wayne had as 
one of their objectives the training of men for the teaching min- 
istry. Because of the growing demand for teachers, three Mil- 
waukee pastors established a private teachers seminary in their 
city in 1855. Four men were graduated. 

In 1857 Synod took over this private seminary, combined it 
with the Fort Wayne Seminary, and incorporated a special teacher- 
training department, known as “Teachers Seminary.” This marks 
the establishment of formal synodical training for the ministry of 
teaching. In 1864 a special teachers seminary was established in 
Addison, Ill. (This was transferred to River Forest in 1913.) 
A second teachers seminary was opened in Seward, Nebr., in 1894. 

What Christian day schools have done for Synod can hardly 
be estimated. The thorough indoctrination given the children has 
been an outstanding contribution toward making ours a truly 
doctrinal church, in which the people are conscious and apprecia- 
tive of sound doctrine. A Christian atmosphere permeates the 
teaching of all subjects. These schools have aided in training 
workers for congregations, Districts, and the church at large. 
These up-to-date schools, which meet the requirements of secular 
instruction, train good citizens not only for the country but above 
all for Christ’s kingdom. 

Twenty-five years ago enrollments had dropped noticeably. 
Some people predicted the doom of the Lutheran parochial school. 
However, there has been an upsurge in interest. The enrollment 
today is nearly 133,000. For this we thank God. 

Serving on the committee for observance of the centennial 
are: Dr. H. Harms, chairman; Profs. Emil H. Deffner and H. A. 
Meyer; and Drs. S. J. Roth and A. C. Stellhorn. 

The Centennial Committee will present plans in the May 
issue of Advance for appropriate observance throughout Synod. 
May God move us to ever-increasing interest in Christian education 
and may He bless our celebration of the centennial. 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 8:1: “O Lord, our Lord, how 
excellent is Thy name in all the earth!” 


The Excellent Name 


A person’s name is that which identi- 
fies or characterizes him. This is 
equally true of the name of God. He 
bears a high and holy name. The 
psalmist cries, “O Lord, our Lord, how 
excellent is Thy name in all the earth!” 
He does not mean that the name of 
God has a beautiful sound or that it is 
a noble word. He is rather extolling the 
excellence of God’s honor, the holiness 
of God’s nature, the magnitude of 
God’s power. 


God is jealous of His name. He 
says, “I am the Lord, that is My name; 
and My glory will I not give to another, 
neither My praise to graven images.” 
He has safeguarded the honor of His 
name with the Commandment: “Thou 
shalt not take the name of the Lord, 
thy God, in vain.” 

To honor God’s name does not mean 
simply to utter it in pious tones. It 
means to honor God Himself — not 
only with our lips but with our lives. 
Conversely, to take His name in vain 
does not merely imply profanity — as 
wicked and frightful as that sin is — 
but it means to dishonor God Himself, 
with our lives as well as with our lips. 


God’s name describes Him well. He 
bears the ineffable name “Jehovah” — 
the changeless covenant God. It shows 
that He, who is eternally the same, is 
faithful to His promises and truthful in 
His Word. 

God’s name —the symbol of His 
power, the token of His love — is “ex- 
cellent . in all the earth.” The 
heavens declare His wonders, and the 
earth reveals His might. 


. But the grace of God is most evident 

in the blessed name of Jesus. For this 
name means that “He shall save His 
people from their sins.” And at this 
hallowed name “every knee should bow 
. . . and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” 


By grace we have made His name 
our own. We bear it gratefully. We 
speak it reverently. We adore it 
eternally. THOMAS COATES 


Sponsors 


The use of sponsors in Baptism is 
not a distinctively Lutheran custom; 
other church bodies have them also. 
Sponsors were employed in the Chris- 
tian Church from the beginning both 
for infants and for adults. . 


The practice originated during the 
persecutions of the first three centuries. 
Adults who applied for Baptism had to 
be accompanied by members of the 
church who could vouch for their 
trustworthiness and undertake their 
supervision. The enemies of Chris- 
tianity sometimes simulated a desire for 
Baptism to learn the identity of be- 
lievers, whom they then betrayed to 
the authorities. 


In the early church, parents spon- 
sored the Baptism of their children. But 
because parents might suffer martyr- 
dom, the early church chose sponsors 
who shared with the parents the con- 
cern for the Christian training of the 
baptized child. They came to be known 
as godparents. In the year 813 parents 
were barred from serving as sponsors 
to their children. 


Witnesses 


Sponsors perform three functions. 
Their first function is to attest the fact 
that a person was baptized. The early 


church could not afford to keep records . 


of official acts that might fall into the 
hands of enemies, but depended on wit- 
nesses to confirm the fact that a person 
was baptized. 


Only Lutherans in good standing 
may serve as sponsors. The early 
church exercised great care in the 
selection of sponsors. None could 
serve who had not been baptized or 
confirmed or was not a member in good 
standing. 


For a long time the number of spon- 
sors remained unfixed. In medieval 
times, however, the number was re- 
stricted to two or three, because parents 
began to choose them in large numbers 
when the practice arose for sponsors to 
present gifts to their godchildren. Cur- 
rent Lutheran usage usually calls for 
two sponsors of opposite sex. 


Spokesmen 


A further function of sponsors is to 
answer certain questions in the name 
and in the stead of the child. In the 
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Lutheran form for Baptism the c 
is asked whether he renounces 
devil, whether he believes in the Tri 
God, and whether he wants to be I 
tized. These questions are answerec 
the sponsors. Christians have alv 
understood that the promises made 
the sponsors were to be repeated vo 
tarily by the child in the rite of « 
firmation. 
Guardians 


The Lutheran formula for Bapt 
speaks of sponsorship as a “charit: 
work.” It is that a thousand times, 
Baptism is the means by which 
infant obtains faith and the forgives 
of God. Sponsors also assume the « 
for the spiritual improvement of t 
godchildren. Lutheran sponsors 
asked to pray for their godchildren 
put them in mind of their Baptism, 
to lend counsel and aid so that t 
may be brought up in the true kn 
edge and fear of God, according to 
teachings of the Lutheran Chu 
These are reasonable requests, for E 
tism is also the rite of admission 
initiation into the church. 


In the case of adult applicants 
Baptism, the early church did as we 
it instructed all adults in order 
they might answer for themsel 
St. Augustine (about A.D. 400) 
monished sponsors to instruct 
sponsored “to preserve chastity, 1 
justice, charity, and above all thing 
teach them the Creed, the Lo 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandm 
and the first rudiments of the Cl 
tian religion.” Note that the spon: 
were obligated to give such instruc 
in person. They served as teacher: 
the Christian faith for many centu 


The role of sponsors as_ spiri 
guides and guardians was taken 
seriously that it led to the prohibi 
of marriage between sponsors 
sponsored. The Reformation elimin: 
the prohibition as an unnecessary hi 
ship which had no foundation in 
Scriptures. 


The duty of parents as well as 
obligation of sponsors to train the ¢ 
dren of the church gave rise to the 
theran system of continued train 
The next installment will discuss ¢ 
chetical instruction and the rite of 
firmation. GERHARDT MAHL 


Communing — how often? 


@ Pastor — chairman of voters? 


@ Forgiven sins —to be confessed? 


@ Final Judgment —to be feared? 


Wha te ANSWER? 


ition: Did Christ, when speaking 
loly Communion, ever directly 
is: “This do ye ‘often,’ ” or am 
sht in maintaining that Christ 
only: “This do ye, ‘as oft’ as ye 
< it, in remembrance of Me’? 


iswer: You are right. The words 
found only once in Holy Writ, 
ly, in 1 Cor. 11:25, where the ex- 
ion “as oft as” has the meaning 
whenever.” Every time Christ’s 
le celebrate the Sacrament, they 
to remembrance His all-sufficient 
ice on their behalf. 

ere is little if any difference in the 
ing between the two expressions 
mention. Jesus envisions ever- 
ted celebrations of the Holy Sup- 
intil the end of time (1 Cor. 11: 
While He did not specify how 
we should receive this Sacrament, 
Vords of Institution compel us to 
ye that Christians should partake 
ently. The priceless blessings He 
; in the Sacrament should move 
be eager partakers of it. Martin 
=r comments on this point in his 
istian Questions” on pages 33—35 
ir Catechism. 


tion: May and should a pastor 
ie president of a congregation’s 
g body? 


iswer: Unless it is against the con- 
ion of the congregation, he may 
the presidency. In newly organ- 

ission churches it may even be 
ble for him to take charge of 
neetings for a time. Ordinarily, 
ver, it is far better for the pastor 
be president or chairman of the 
assembly. Not only should he 
to speak on all matters which 
up for discussion, but he should 
ining his members toward self- 
ent. As chairman he might 
called upon to cast a deciding 
x to make decisions which could 
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arouse antagonism against’ him _per- 
sonally. It is far better for a lay mem- 
ber of the church to be chairman. 

You also ask whether a pastor may 
and should be a voting member of the 
congregation, its organizations, or its 
committees. Since the pastor is the 
overseer over the whole flock and has 
the responsibility for it, it is only 
natural that he be a voting member. 
He is to guide and lead and inspire the 
membership to do the work of the 
Lord in the best possible manner. 

As pastor he also has access to every 
meeting of church organizations and 
should be welcomed. The pastor is 
ex officio a member of every commit- 
tee and may attend their meetings with- 
out special invitations. 

The pastor takes a deep interest in 
the work of the church and its organ- 
izations, and they in turn will welcome 
the presence of the pastor as often as 
he finds time to attend their meetings. 


Question: Our marriage has been 
signally blessed by the Lord, but 
long before I met my _ husband, 
I committed a grievous sin against 
the Sixth Commandment. I sincerely 
believe that God has forgiven me, 
yet the memory of this sin plagues 
me and makes me wonder whether 
I am still obliged to confess it to 
him before I can be truly happy. 
Can you help me? 


Answer: Conscience can be a cruel 
taskmaster long after the guilt of an 
evil deed has been cleansed away 
through repentance and faith in the 
atoning blood of Christ. 

Since, as you state, the act was com- 
mitted years before you met your hus- 
band, you did not sin against him 
directly. Therefore it is not essential 
that you should confess the sin to him 
after these many years. You may rest 
assured that if your repentance was 
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sincere, God has forgiven you fully 
and, as you indicate, has given you no 
visible marks of His displeasure upon 
your wedded life. Under these circum- 
stances there is nothing to be gained by 
unwrapping the past and showing it to 
him. It would only harm him. 


Question: Some of us in our church 
club believe that Christians will not 
be judged on Judgment Day, while 
others take the opposite view. Is it 
true that the fear of being judged is 
what makes us live a more Christian 
life? 


Answer: God’s judgment is going on 
at all times. “He that believeth on Him 
is not condemned; but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already” 
(John 3:18). Every impenitent sinner 
should, therefore, know that God's 
wrath is hanging over his head from 
day to day unless he repents. 

Christians, however, should know 
that they are not condemned. Jesus has 
reconciled them to God, and God has 
forgiven them. Scripture states that all 
of us must appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that everyone may re- 
ceive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad (2 Cor. 5:10). When 
Christ returns for judgment, all nations, 
believers and unbelievers, will be gath- 
ered before Him. (Matt. 25:31-46) 

Sincere Christians do not look for- 
ward to Judgment Day with fear and 
dread. Being confident of God's for- 
giveness through Christ, they look upon 
the Last Day as the day of their final 
redemption (Luke 21:28). Although 
the Christian’s thought of judgment 
will produce serious reflections, his mo- 
tive for leading a Christian life is not 
fear and dread, but love and apprecia- 
tion for the many blessings, temporal 
and spiritual, which the Lord has show- 
ered upon him. O. E. SOHN 
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Companionship in Marriage 


“It is not good that the man should be 
alone.” GEN. 2:18. 


Are you married, yet living alone? 
Many people are. They rarely share 
their thoughts or feelings with each 
other. They are under the same roof, 
yet lonely. 


After God said, “It is not good that 
the man should be alone,” He instituted 
holy matrimony to give man the com- 


} panionship he needed. Man’s life is 
enriched in sharing his inner thoughts 
| and desires. Marriage was designed 
| to help fulfill this purpose. 


Before the industrial revolution, 
man’s work and way of life made for 
companionship within the family. In 
the present industrial age, work has a 
tendency to separate the family. Now 
the things man makes can become a 
temptation and a snare. 


Proud wives sometimes drive their 
husbands to acquire many conveniences 
and gadgets. Husbands and _ wives 
sometimes forget that no amount of 
this world’s goods can ever take the 
place of sympathetic understanding. 
A divorcee, looking at her well-ap- 
pointed house, cried, “All this leaves 
me cold.” In enjoying together leisure 
and recreation, Christian husbands and 
wives find the companionship they both 
need. They never stop “dating” each 
other. 


The highest companionship, of 
course, is found in sharing the spiritual 
life. There is no substitute for united 
worship, whether it be in the home on 
weekdays or in church on Sunday 
mornings. Don’t wait until you are on 
your deathbed to share with your dear 
ones your inner thoughts about the 
Savior and the joy He has brought you. 


Some Christians, too, are drawn 
closely together at a Walther League 
camp, at an LLL, LWML, or synodical 
convention. 


Work, play, and pray together, and 
reap more of the joys which God in- 
tended for you to find in marriage. 


ARTHUR E, GRAF 
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Elena is the faith that overcomes the world, 


Victory! 


‘Tass is a victory which overcomes 

The world, a victory which never fails, 
A victory which stands secure, though we 
May fall. It is the victory we won 
When God’s own Son did take our place in death 
And hell and paid the penalty in full 
For every fall and every sin and wrong 
That we have done. 


H. died for us, and on His head fell all 

The wrath of God, and for His sake our God 
Doth now declare us just and free from all 
The guilt and punishment that ought to rest 
Upon our souls. Our God has justified, 

And who shall now lay aught unto our charge? 
As sinners still, we yet stand free of guilt 

Before the throne of God. 


Bax all this, the Son of God, who sits 

At God’s right hand, doth plead and pray for us, 
That we may rise again from every fall, 

That we may be forgiven when we sin, 

And that our faith may nowise, never fail. 

No matter, then, how deep our fall may be 
And how severe our sin, His grace and love 

Are always greater still. 


y 


The victory we win in Him is not alone 

A conquest over sin, but life and death, and all 
The ills they bring, are swallowed up within 

The largeness of His love, which knows no end, 
And tribulation and our heart’s distress, 

And persecution’s bitter pangs beside, 

And famine, peril, sword, and nakedness 

Are powerless to take His love from us. 


H. died for us and also rose again, 

And nothing in this wide, vast world of ours 
Can ever alter that. We stand beneath 

His cross, and there we know He always loves 
Us still, though we are weak and fall. 


The faith which knows that God gave up His Son 

To death for us, that God’s own Child did love 

Us to the cross and spread His loving arms 

Upon the cursed tree, that all mankind 

Might find a refuge there, and peace and joy 

Within those outstretched arms, where men will find 
Forgiveness and the Father’s love. 


‘i bigs is the faith that overcomes the world. 
Lord, give us such a faith, we humbly pray, 
For Jesus’ sake. 


River Forest, Ill. 
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SIEGBERT W. BECKER 
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LWML Mites 
Go “Into 
All the World” 


€ mission projects supported by 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
Je as part of its missionary service 
nanced through mite boxes. Into 
containers, members of the 
1e place gifts of love in gratitude 
sus for blessings received. 
enty-five per cent of all mite-box 
apply to the mission projects 
ed by the International League; 
er cent are retained by the 37 
[L districts for their own mission 
ts. 
ce 1942 the League has aided the 
ving projects: 
apel for the Deaf, Cleveland 
ropean orphanages 
ly Cross Church, Monterrey, Mex. 
r Redeemer Church, Honolulu 
theran Center, Tokyo, Japan 
1e Light Church, New York City 
ita Cruz Church, Little Mexico, 
_os Angeles 
hesda Hospital, Ambur, India 
aconess Chapter: House, Valpa- 
aiso, Ind. 
reat homes for missionaries in the 
-hilippines, Japan, Brazil, and 
Argentina. 
- the current biennium, LWML 
sts are a chapel in Chile; a school 
capa, Guatemala; a chapel in Ha- 
Cuba; a chapel and student center 
ronto, Canada. 


Toronto Site Assured 


7. Frederick A. Gumz, campus 
- at the University of Toronto, 
ly reported on the site of the pro- 
chapel and student center. 
ith God’s help,” he wrote, “we 
proceed and succeed. We have 
ed the assurance that our building 
jill be promptly replaced by an- 
equal to the original in all 
ts... . I am confident that our 
chapel and center will be com- 
| this year.” M. W. 


_Radio Sets 
For Pastors 
In India 


ty native pastors in India will re- 

radio sets through special “Tools 

lissions” funds being collected by 

BL. 

: sets will enable the Indian pas- 

J invite natives into their homes 
Lutheran Hour. 


GOVERNOR ROBERT B. MEYNER 
(center) of New Jersey congratulates 
Arthur Kron (left), who recently re- 
ceived an honorary LL. D. degree from 
Fairleigh Dickinson University. Doctor 
Kron is executive vice-president of the 


advertising company which handles 
domestic operations for The Lutheran 
Hour. Eugene Bernald (right) is vice- 
president of the firm which schedules 
foreign programs for the broadcast. 
Dr. Kron and Mr. Bernald are LLL 
members. 


Contributions for the sets, which cost 
approximately $50 each, may be sent 
to “Tools for Missions,” Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


18 Candidates Selected 
For Convention Election 


A secretary, a treasurer, and eight 
new board members will be elected at 
the 40th-anniversary convention of the 
LLL, scheduled for June 30 to July 3 
in St. Louis. 

Candidates nominated by the Board 
of Governors are: 


Secretary: Homer Culley, Sioux City, 
Iowa; Harold Meinke, Detroit. 


Treasurer: Erwin A. Wesche, Saint 
Louis; Harold C. Bohlmann, St. Louis. 


Region 1: Dr. Walter R. Schur, Ox- 


THE SPANISH LUTHERAN HOUR 
is broadcasting to the Philippines. In 
the Manila control room of the Far 
East Broadcasting Co. station are Rev. 
H. Kretzmann (standing), Philippine 
branch office manager of The Lutheran 
Hour, and radio operator Efren Abanco. 
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ford, Mass.; Alfred H. Schmitt, Garden 
City, Naw 
Region 3: 
Little Rock, Ark.; 
Shreveport, La. 
Region 5: Walter Kayser, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; Arthur J. Wendt, Mount 
Clemens, Mich. 
Region 7: Walter Schmalz, St. Paul, 
Minn.; Alfred Sump, Clarinda, Iowa. 
Region 9: Darrel Noyes, Norfolk, 
Nebr.; Erwin Wehmeier, Salina, Kans. 
Behnke 


Herman H. Bemberg, 
Frank Kother, 


Walther League 
Offers Advanced 
LSV Schools 


For young people who wish to attend 
a Lutheran Service Volunteer School 
for the second or third time the Wal- 
ther League has scheduled five “ad- 
vanced” LSV schools this summer. 

The advanced schools will offer ad- 
ditional techniques in Bible and topic 
study, training in recreation and discus- 
sion skills, and help in administering the 
local society program. 

Trained youth workers will staff the 
schools, which are under the joint 
sponsorship of Synod’s Board for 
Young People’s Work and the League. 


Sixty LSV Schools Scheduled 


The Walther League and the synodi- 
cal Board for Young People’s Work 
will conduct 60 LSV schools this sum- 
mer. Because so many young people 
are expected to enroll, the rule of “no 
repeaters” was adopted. 

At LSV schools Leaguers gain new 
insights into the joy of working together 
with fellow Leaguers, of worshiping 
together in well-planned settings, and 
of learning the many phases of the 
League program. 

Held in a camp or college environ- 
ment, the five-day schools cost the 
Leaguer from $12 to $20. Many con- 
gregations set up LSV scholarships for 
two or more of their young members. 


Youth Workers’ Conferences 


Is your congregation looking for 
trained youth counselors? Why not 
send a member of the parish who is 
interested in youth work to a Youth 
Workers’ Conference? 

These two-week meetings offer com- 
prehensive courses. The cost is $50. 

Three such conferences are slated 
for this summer: July 7—19, Washing- 
ton College, Chestertown, Md.; July 
12—26, Star Ranch, Colorado Springs, 
Colo.; and July 28—August 9, Island 
Camp, Henning, Minn. AYP Ke 
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Lutheran Witness 


1882 


1957 


THE FATHER’S FAITH — THE CHILDREN’S LANGUAGE 


Youthful Pomeranian-born William 
Dallmann was the second editor of the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS. Elected by his 
conference brethren in 1891, Dall- 
mann, then 29, gained the distinction 
of having been the youngest editor of 
the WITNESS. 

An 1886 graduate of the St. Louis 
Seminary, Dallmann spent two years of 
his ministry in the Ozark regions of 
Missouri. Later he wrote: “My par- 
sonage was a little shack that held a 
tabloid table, a chair, a stovelet that 
scorched the coverlet of the bedlet.” 

An urgent call from the German 
congregations in Baltimore convinced 
the young pastor that the Lord needed 
him there — for the period of transi- 
tion from German to English. He re- 
mained in Baltimore until 1898, when 
he was called to New York City. His 
last pastorate was Mount Olive Church, 
Milwaukee, from 1905 to 1940. 


BEFORE HE WAS 40, Dallmann _ be- 
came President of the English Synod of 
Missouri, serving from 1889 to 1901. 
After the English Synod became the 
English District of the Missouri Synod, 
he was synodical Vice-President from 
1926 to 1932. 

As secretary of the English Confer- 
ence of Missouri, Dallmann at the age 
of 25 wrote the petition of the Con- 
ference to be received into the Missouri 
Synod as the English District. This re- 
quest, made in 1887, was considered 
premature. 

A prolific author, Dallmann cut his 
writing-teeth on the pages of the WirT- 
NEss. Many of his articles later ap- 
peared in tract form. Some of his 
historical writings and biographies are 
still popular reading. In 1926 he was 
awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree 
by the St. Louis Seminary. 


AN INFLUENTIAL EXPONENT of Eng- 
lish work, Dr. Dallmann became a de- 
fender of Biblical and confessional 
truth. Dr. Martin Walker, a contem- 
porary of Dallmann, wrote only a few 
years ago: 

“When we view the transition of the 
Missouri Synod from ihe German to 
the English language, we readily recog- 
nize that many other men made their 
contribution toward keeping Synod in 
the channels of the Scriptures and the 
Lutheran Confessions. However, it 
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was William Dallmann whom the Lord 
of the church evidently called to the 
place of leadership.” 

Of his days as editor of the WITNEss 
he wrote: “In the 1891 convention, 
Pastor Frank, the noble founder and 
editor of the WITNESS, resigned and 
I was doomed to the editorial chair. 

“I made a new heading for this 
paper, much like that of the Lutheraner. 
On the masthead I used the ‘Our 
Father’s Faith, Our Children’s Lan- 
Pua lee 

“The WITNESS gave a brief notice of 
Spurgeon’s death and assumed he had 


Editor Dallmann 


gone to heaven. A horrified German 
brother promptly administered  sting- 
ing reproof... .” 


YOUTHFUL EpiTorR DALLMANN stated 
his editorial policies and his WITNEss 
objectives when he wrote: “We purpose 
to explain, prove, defend, and apply to 
our times the eternal truths of the 


. Bible, as understood by the true Lu- 


theran Church. The distinctive doc- 
trines of the Lutheran Church, for 
which she was hated and persecuted by 
Rationalists and Enthusiasts, shall find 
a place of prominence.” 

Almost prophetically he continued: 
“In the German Missouri Synod, in 
the Minnesota, Wisconsin, Norwegian 
Synod and in many other quarters 
many young people feel the want of 
a genuine English Lutheran Church 
paper. As time wings its flight along, 
the number of these people will in- 
crease. Into the homes of these people, 
whoever they may be, wherever they 
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1 
may be, the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
fain be received as a welcome \ 
and become a bond of union and r 
of communication between all stz 
Lutherans throughout this God-fa 
land of ours.” 


THE DEMANDS of an urban pas 
gave Dallmann only limited tim 
the WiITNEss. Hence he divide 
work among four pastors of the 
lish Synod: A. S. Bartholomey 
charge of the doctrinal depart 
A. Detzer, translations; R. L. ¢ 
man, the home _ department; 
C. Spannuth, exchanges and news. 

Under Dallmann’s editorship 
WITNESS attacked the problems c 
day in a language which was rer 
cent of the Old Testament pro] 
Editor Dallmann hit hardest whe 
the enemy presented the weakest » 
After slightly more than four | 
however, he felt constrained to s1 
his resignation. 


IN HIS FAREWELL EDITORIAL, 
mann pointed to the temporary n 
of his position: “When four and ¢ 
years ago Synod put the whole re 
sibility of the editorship upon 
shoulders of one city pastor, it w 
course the merest makeshift. . 

“Times have changed. Synod 
grown. We have now several { 
where more of the brethren are th 
together who can consult daily 
subdivide the work among thems 
and together carry the responsibili 

“Upon our and our congrega 
request Synod at the last conve 
relieved us of our duties, and it 
eminently proper that these sl 
devolve upon the brethren at Con 
BN Sapte td 

“In the kindness of their hearts 1 
of our readers have written to 
mend our labors, stating this or 
had been helpful to them. For 
kind appreciation we thank them 
the measure of success we praist 
orderuar 

“Our opponents we have tr 
with courteous candor, and have | 
them the benefit of the doubt — 
same treatment we fain would 
from others. In our polemics wi 
sired truth, not victory. 

“When we denounced the al 
elsewhere, we were not unmindft 
shortcomings in the home camp. 

“We were set for the defen 
the Gospel, and we gloried in 
cross of Christ and were not d 
if in so doing we had to bear 
proach of being ‘Missourian.’ 

“May the LUTHERAN WITNE 
tinue true to its name and bear 
to the truth, whatever the op 
may be.” 


| Stewardess. By Eleanor Bockelman. 
The Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 
70 pages. $1.00. 


mong the questions the author dis- 
es are: Is it more important for a 
nan to sing in the church choir or to 
- to her child? Shall she spend the 
moon sewing “for the church,” or 
1 she help a needy neighbor? Is it 
ugh to give God a generous wedge of 
“pie of her life” and then sit back 
do as she pleases with the rest of it? 
lany other topics are studied, such as 
er or full-time mother, care of the 
1, family and personal devotions. 

he 90 minutes spent reading this 
yage book will prove interesting and 
itable. UpSs 


1 My Exceeding Joy. By Amos T. 


Lundquist. Augustana Press, Rock 
Island, Ill. 145 pages. $2.25. 
Vell-written meditations, exalting 


ist, surveying facets of Christian need 

life, crowded with illustrations from 
e and literature, occasionally reflect- 
the author’s interest in music. 


RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


nespun. By Emmet Russell. Zonder- 
van, Grand Rapids, Mich. 153 pages. 
$2.00. ; 
1 this Civil War story “Homespun” is 
word that describes Mary, a gentle 
a farm girl, whose simple faith in God 
mportant to her. However, the new 
her, William, confuses her. He’s an 
ellectual” who believes that education 
culture are the main things that spell 
happiness for human beings. Mary 
ost comes to believe it, too, until she 
ts James, the blunt, strong soldier. 
ies believes that one’s faith in God and 
istian outlook are the most important 
lisites for a happy life. In the bitter 
il War period this truth is amply borne 
G. L. WIND 


nes of Many Nations. By E. O. Har- 
bin. Abingdon Press. $1.95- 


. useful book for recreation leaders in 
rch and school, this volume contains 
es from 27 nations. It presents foreign 
ations of many of our familiar games, 
ing out customs of the countries 
re they are played. 


’ Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers. By 
LeRoy Edwin Froom. Review and 
Herald, Washington, D. C. Four vol- 

umes totaling 3,966 pages. $32.00. 
rofessor Froom, special instructor in 
Seventh-Day Adventist Theological 
inary of Washington, D. C., spent 
ty years at the tremendous task of 
ecting significant interpretations of 
tions of the Book of Daniel and of 
elation. His research took him to 
aries of this country and of Europe. 
quotes both Jew and Gentile and spans 
entire Christian era. The greater por- 
_of three volumes is devoted to inter- 
ations of prophecies concerning the 
ichrist. The fourth volume adds a 
f history of seventh-day Sabbatarian- 
In this volume the author also de- 
's from the task of merely recording 
us interpretations of Biblical proph- 


ecy and adds his comments on the visions 
and the “inspiration” of Mrs. Ellen G. 
White. It is at this point that the Lutheran 
reader will no longer go along with him. 
Nevertheless, as a history of a very limited 
area of Christian thought, this work de- 
serves the student’s commendation for 
painstaking scholarship. L. W. SPITz 


Heaven Happens Here. By Grace Math- 
ews Walker. Vantage Press, New 
York. 225 pages. $2.95. 


A collection of essays and poems on 
religious and ethical subjects. Covering a 
wide variety of related material, such as 
leadership, marriage, the home, and the 
art of aging gracefully, the author .con- 
veys a feeling of deep appreciation for the 
common experiences cf life. Her words 
reflect an abounding faith in God and con- 
tain a message of beneficial influence on 
everyday living. 


The Solemn Hours of Lent. By Harry 
Shiley. Northwestern Publishing 
House, Milwaukee, Wis. 89 pages. 
Paper. $1.25. 


Nine sermons for Lent, Holy Week, and 
Easter (morning), each supplemented by 
a prayer, traverse the Passion History and 
the Resurrection, preach Law and Gospel 
consistently, and make useful and some- 
times unusual applications to the hearers. 

RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


The Mennonite Encyclopedia, Vol. 1. Har- 
old S. Bender and C. Henry Smith, 
editors. Mennonite Publishing House, 
Scottsdale, Pa. 749 pages, plus 45 
pages of illustrations. $10. 


The complete four-volume work will 
contain a total of 3,200 pages, in which 
appear: 10,000 articles, 400 illustrations, 
and more than 100 maps of Mennonite 
communities in various parts of the world. 
For years to come it will doubtless serve 
as the standard reference work on Men- 
nonitism. The selection of writers guar- 
antees a scholarly product under the 
editorship of Dr. Bender. 

L. W. SPITZ 


ZZ, 


See District Editions _ 
for more complete obituaries 


JOHN W. DuKEwiITs, March 10, 1873, 
near Altamont, IIll., to March 10, 1957, 
Vandalia, Ill.; son of George and Louise 
Stuemke Dukewits; graduated St. Louis 
Seminary, 1897; parishes: Sutherland, 
Wellfleet, Nebr.; Salisbury, Moberly, Mo.; 
Newton, Albert, and Natoma, Kans., 1919 
to 1940, when he retired. Survivors: Emi- 
lie Durheim Dukewits; sons Paul, Walter, 
John; daughter Clara Boedeker. Funeral: 
March 11, Altamont; interment, Natoma. 


ALFRED FUEHLER, Feb. 11, 1874, Greiz, 
Saxony, Germany, to March 21, 1957, 
Centralia, Il.; son of Julius and Marie 
Wagner Fuehler; graduated St. Louis Semi- 
nary, 1897; parishes: St. Louis, Imo, and 
Orchardfarm, Mo.; Hoyleton, Ill., 1914 to 
1943, when he retired; member, St. Louis 
Electoral College, 1914—44. Survivors: 
Sarah Telle Fuehler; son Martin; daugh- 
ters Bertha Fark, Ella Long. Funeral: 
March 23, Centralia; March 24, Hoyleton; 
interment, Hoyleton. 
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WILLIAM D. KANNING, March 26, 1897, 
Churdan, Iowa, to March 28, 1957, Man- 
ning, Iowa; son of Richard and Mary 
Schroeder Kanning; graduated Springfield 
Seminary, 1920; parishes: Lakefield, Fer- 
gus Falls, Annandale, Minn.; Royal and 
Audubon, Iowa. Survivors: Louise Hack- 
barth Kanning; sons William, Richard; 
daughter Ruth Hansen. Funeral: April 1, 
Audubon. 


HENRY KRENTZ, Feb. 25, 1869, Heim- 
thal, Volhynia, Russia, to Dec. 24, 1956, 
Chicago, Ill.; son of Friedrich and Wil- 
helmine Streich Krentz; graduated Addi- 
son Teachers College, 1895; schools: Nor- 
borne, Mo.; Rodenberg (Roselle), Ill. 
Survivors: Emma Biewener Krentz; sons 
Erich, August; daughters Olga, Della, Dor- 
othy Attiyeh, Annette Helbig, Irma Stump. 
Funeral: Dec. 26, River Forest. 


JOHN H. MEISSINGER, June 19, 1902, 
Ag, Austria-Hungary, to March 30, 1957, 
Sherwood, Oreg.; son of Henry and Katie 
Meissinger; graduated Springfield Semi- 
nary, 1928; parishes: Chehalis and Win- 
lock, Wash.; Sherwood, Oreg. Survivors: 
Leona Hahn Meissinger; son John H., Jr.; 
daughters Judith Ferry, Joanne Labrousse, 
Ruth Stock, Catherine. Funeral: April 2, 
Sherwood; interment, St. Paul’s Cemetery. 


AuGusT R. NUECHTERLEIN, Aug. 10, 
1900, Frankenmuth, Mich., to March 8, 
1957, Fowler, Mich.; son of Ferdinand 
and Margarethe Bernthal Nuechterlein; 
graduated St. Louis Seminary, 1924; par- 


ishes: Merritt (1924—42) and Fowler, 
Mich. Survivors: Hulda Veitengruber 
Nuechterlein; son Richard; daughters 


Phyllis Wilkens, Marilyn Boettger, Lois 
Lytle, Doris Braun, Mildred Ruppel. Fu- 
neral: March 11, Fowler; March 12, 
Frankenmuth; interment, Frankenmuth. 


WILLIAM J. SCHROEDER, Feb. 6, 1892, 
Montague, Mich., to April 3, 1957, Junc- 
tion City, Wis.; son of William and Al- 
bertine Prahl Schroeder; graduated Saint 
Louis Seminary, 1915; parishes: Halbrith- 
Ceylon, Sask., Can.; Bonduel, Green Val- 
ley, Gillett, Junction City, and Dancy, 
Wis. Survivors: Mae Mostedt Schroeder; 
sons Michael, William, Jr. Funeral: 
April 6, Junction City; interment, Shawano 
Cemetery. 


RAYMOND L. SCHULTZ, June 17, 1925, 
Racine, Wis., to March 20, 1957, Mil- 
waukee, Wis.; son of Gustav and Frieda 
Miller Schultz; graduated River Forest 
Teachers College, 1953; schools: Racine; 
Temple City and El Monte, Calif.; Mil- 
waukee. Survivors: Elta Hoeft Schultz; 
son Jonathan; daughters Mary, Margaret. 
Funeral: March 23, Milwaukee; interment, 
Highland Park Cemetery. 


A nnorncemerda 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 


Beckmann, Ewald H., St. Paul, Montevideo, 
Uruguay, by Pres. S. H. Beckmann, Dec. 16, 
956. 

Fritzler, Hugo E., Holy Cross, Hohenau 3, 
Paraguay; Messiah, Colonia Jestis, Para- 
guay; Congregation, Capitan Mirande, Para- 
guay, by Emanuel Beckmann, Feb. 3. 

Purmann, Edwin, Zion, Castelli, Chaco, Ar- 
gentina, by Victor Karsst, March 3. 


Pat 


feos PASTORS 
Commissioned: 


Wennerstrom, Robert, St. John, Rome, N. Y., 
as missionary at large for the Eastern Dis- 
trict, by Paul A. Boriack, Jan. 6 


Installed: 


Becker, E. George, Mount Olive, Rockford, I11., 
by E. C. Beversdorf, March 17. 

Beltz, Dewyth D., First, Lufkin, Tex., by 
Robert W. Helberg, March 17. 

Bruenger, Arthur P., Zion, Thayer, Nebr., by 
G. A. Weinrich, March 24. 

Buchhop, William C., St. Paul, Royalton, by 
C. A. Affeldt; St. John, Buckman Township, 
by L. F. Klug; Bethany, Ramey, by Gustav 
Hinz, Feb. 3. 

Destinon, J. Th., assistant pastor, Immanuel, 
Seymour, Ind., by Victor A. Mack, March 31. 

Frisch, Paul J., St. Paul (Clifty),. Columbus, 
Ind., by Victor A. Mack, March 24. 

Hildebrand, Clyde B., Salem, Centerville 
(Sherman Twp.), Mich., by H. M. Heiden- 
reich, March 10. 

Horn, George F., Immanuel, Buffalo, N. Y., by 
G. Karkau, March 3. 

Melinat, Theodore, St. Paul, Chicago (Dolton), 
Ill., by C. C. Streck, March 24. 
Schack, C. Earl, Grace, Oakdale; St. John, 
Valley Home, Calif., by Arthur Brohm, Jr., 

March 17. 

Schmidt, David, as professor of Systematic 
Theology, Concordia Seminary, Villa Bal- 
lester, Buenos Aires, Argentina, in St. Peter, 
Villa Ballester, Argentina, by Pres. S. H. 
Beckmann, Feb. 17. 

Schrader, Carl W., Immanuel, Fargo, N. Dak., 
by R. T. Schuricht, March 17. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Miller, Herman F., Secretary of Parish Educa- 
tion for the Eastern District, by Gustav 
Karkau, Feb. 24. 

Rameden, Donald, Outer Drive Faith, Detroit, 
Mich., as instructor at Detroit Lutheran 
High School, Detroit, Mich., by A. W. Born, 
Oct. 14, 1956. 


Official Notice 


Rev. Elmer O. Koch, Morton, Ill., has been 
appointed Visitor of the Peoria Circuit to suc- 
ceed Rev. Herman Lehenbauer, who has ac- 
cepted a call into another District. — Atvin 
W. MueEtter, President, Central Illinois Dis- 
trict. 


Nominations for Professors at 
Instituto Concordia Do 
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil 


Director and Professorship of Religion 


Warth, Dr. Martin, Porto Alegre, R.G.S., by 
Peace, Rio de Janeiro; Santa Cruz, Ponta 
Grossa, Parana; Peace, Irati, Parana; 
Emanuel, Gambelo, R.G.S.; Emanuel, Ar- 
roio da _ Bica, R.G.S.; St.Paul, Serra 
Grande, R.G.S.; Bom Pastor, Belo Hori- 
zonte, Min. Ger. 

Gruell, Adolf, Rio de Janeiro: St. Mark, Ra- 
padura, Esp. Santo; Penha, Rio de Janeiro. 

Schueler, Dr. Arnaldo, Corrego Grande Nova 
Venecia, Esp. Santo: St.John, Corrego 
Dez de Mutum Preto, Esp. Santo. 

Seide, Dr. Roberto, Santa Rosa, R. G. S.: Beth- 
lehem, Tiradentes, Esp. Santo. 

Schueler, Oswaldo, Rio de Janeiro: St. Paul, 
Sao Joao Grande, Esp. Santo. 

Hasse, Dr. Rodolfo, Rio de Janeiro: Concor- 
dia, Porto Alegre, R.G.S. 


Professor of Mathematics and Sciences 


Schueler, Oswaldo, Rio de Janeiro: Peace, Rio 
de Janeiro; St. John, Corrego Dez de Mu- 
tum Preto, Esp. Santo; Bethlehem, Tira- 
dentes, Esp. Santo; Penha, Rio de Janeiro. 

Strelow, Guilherme, Sao Paulo: Bom Pastor, 
Belo Horizonte, Min. Ger. 

Flor, Dr. Paulo, Baixo Guandu, Esp. Santo: 
Santa Cruz, Ponta Grossa, Parana; Saint 
Mark, Rapadura, Esp. Santo. 

Neumann, Luis, Tres Pontoes, Esp. Santo: 
Peace, Irati, Parana. 

Schueler, Donaldo, Porto Alegre, R.G.S.: 
Emanuel, Gambelo, R.G.S.; Emanuel, Ar- 
roio da _ Bica, R.G.S.; St.Paul, Serra 
Grande, R.G.S. 

Gruell, Adolfo, Rio de Janeiro; St. Paul, Sao 
Joao Grande, Esp. Santo; Concordia, Porto 
Alegre, R.G.S. 


Professor of Languages 


Heine, Ernesto, Sao Paulo: 
Janeiro. 

Flor, Dr. Paulo, Baixo Guandu, Esp. Santo: 
Peace, Irati, Parana; Emanuel, Arroio da 
Bica, R.G.S.; Emanuel, Gambelo, R.G.S.; 
St. Paul, Serra Grande, R.G.S.; Bom Pas- 
tor, Belo Horizonte, Min. Ger. 

Schueler, Oswaldo, Rio de Janeiro, R.G.S.: 
St. Markus, Rapadura, Esp. Santo; Concor- 
dia, Porto Alegre, R.G.S. 
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Peace, Rio de 


Gruell, Adolfo, Rio de Janeiro; St. John, 
Corrego Dez de Mutum Preto, Esp. Santo. 

Schueler, Arnaldo, Corrego Grande Nova 
Venecia, Esp. Santo: Bethlehem, Tiradentes, 
Esp. Santo; St. Paul, Sao Joao Grande, Esp. 
Santo. 

Krey, Dr. Leonidas, Porto Alegre, R.G.S.: 
Panha, Rio de Janeiro. 


Recommendations relative to these candi- 
dates must be filed with the undersigned 
within three weeks of the appearance of this 
notice. Rev. Pauto Hasse, Secretary of the 
Board of Control, Rua Concalves Crespo 341, 
Estacio de Sa, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 


Summer Sessions at Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest 


Concordia Teachers College, River Forest, 
Ill., announces its summer-session offerings 
for 1957, which will include graduate courses 
leading to the degree of Master of Arts in 
Education, as well as courses leading to the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Education. 
Four quarter hours may be earned in the 
two-week session for workshops and gradu- 
ate seminars, and eight quarter hours may be 
earned in the five-week session. 


A. Workshops — June 17 to June 29 

. Arts and Crafts 

Kindergarten 

Primary School 

Outdoor Education and Camping 
Youth Leadership 

Service Playing and Organ Materials 


B. Graduate Seminars — June 17 to June 29 

1. The Spiritual Nurture of the Child 

2. Administration of Parish Education 

C. Special Workshop (Noncredit) in Sunday 

School Teacher Training, June 10 to 14 

D. Five-Week Summer Session—July 1 to 

August 2 

1. A program of courses giving credit to- 
ward the degree of B.S. in Education. 

2. A program of advanced courses leading 
to the M.A. in Education. 

3. Junior college courses for those who 
want to advance the time of their grad- 
uation. 

4. A special program designed for begin- 
ning teachers. 

5. Religion courses for trained teachers 
and beginning teachers. 

6. Courses for emergency teachers. 


PUR 09 1 


For catalog of further information write 
to: Director of Summer School, Concordia 
Teachers College, 7400 Augusta St., River 
Forest, Ill. — Martin L. KoOEHNEKE, President. 


Summer Sessions at Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr. 


Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., 
offers the following programs for church 


workers and those interested in becoming - 


church workers: 


I. Summer school programs: 
1. Five-week term. Registration,*June 16. 
2. Three-week term. Registration, July 22. 
3. Eight-week term. Registration, June 16. 
4. Seventy-hour program for graduates of 
Synod’s junior colleges. Registration, 
June 9 
Classes for all sessions begin the day fol- 
lowing registration. 


II. Purposes of programs: 
1. Securing an elementary teaching cer- 
tificate. 
2. Completing a Bachelor’s degree. 
3. Beginning a college education. 


For a catalog write: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
RELATIONS, Concordia Teachers College, Sew- 
ard, Nebr. 


Notice 


The Armed Services Commission was de- 
signated by Synod in convention last year 
to administer a program for dependents of 
military personnel and civilians currently 
residing overseas. If you know of such in 
your congregation, please inform your pastor 
so that he can forward the information to 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission offices 
at 2633 16th St., N. W., Washington 9, D.C. 


Available 


Altar, for cost of transportation. — Car. 
Haun, Conrath, Wis. 


7 
Pastors; Changes of Address 


Anderson, Luther H., 
4100 Washington St., N. E., 
Minneapolis 21, Minn. 
Baringer, Carl Ww. Avilla, Ind. 
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Behnke, Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Albert A., 
41, Ellington AF Base, Houston 30, 

Berner, James H., 728 E. McKinley, 
Pomona, Calif. 

Boehringer, Hans, 1305 N. Avenue C, 
Wellington, Kans. 

Born, Clarence, 722 Pennsylvania, 
Holton, Kans. 

Brauer, Arthur A., 920 Mackler Dr., 
cago Heights, Ill. 

Bruenger, Arthur P., Thayer, Nebr. 

Dommer, William F., em., 311 S. Church 
Perryville, Mo. 

Eggold, Prof. Henry J., Jr., 
1430 Concordia Ct., Springfield, Til. 

raphe Erhardt H., 6534 Leo Rd., Fort Wa 
na. 

Feyerherm, Erwin L., Amherst, Nebr. 

Frentzel, Enos M., em., 
4411 Little Chief Dr., St. Louis 23, Mo. 

Frisch, Paul J., R. 3 (Clifty), 
Columbus, Ind. 

Herrmann, Rudolf, em., 323 E. Washin 
Ave., Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Holm, Bruno G., 156 E. First South, To 
Utah 

Horn, George F., 58 Regent, Buffalo 6, N 

Juergensen, Carl F., 814 N. Second, No: 
Kans. 

Kohl, John W., Power, Mont. 

Kolb, Erwin J., Box 2, R. 1, Bethalto, Ill 

Krueger, W. James, 2917 W. McLean £ 
Chicago 47, Ill. 

Mayer, Martin E., em., 2315 North Court 
Saginaw, Mich. 

Melinat, Theodore, 245 E. 134th St., 
cago 27, Til. 

Muhly, Elmer F., 1012 Las Gallinas Ave.. 
San Rafael, Calif. 

Nickel, Edmund J., Bancroft, Nebr. 

Polster, Arnim H., 
1601 22d Avenue Heights, Meridian, M 

Reiner, Albert F., 7338 111th Ave., 
Edmonton, Alta., Can. 

Reiter,. Carl’ C., (5523). Belfast. Dr. as 
Washington 22, D.C. 

Riedel, Ernest G., 204 Brierton Lane, C 
tal City, Mo. 

Rupp, Erhard C., 895 Lakepointe, 
Grosse Pte. Park 30, Mich. 

Scaer, Carl E., 223 Stemmers Run Rd., 
Baltimore 21, Md. 

Schack, C. Earl, 120 West St., Oak 
Calif. 

Scheck, Elmer E., 808 Park Ave., 
Cleveland, Tenn 

prboan Paul G., 710 Hillyer St., Pe 
Il 

Schoech, Chaplain (Lt.Col.) Oscar 
Seg tik Sub-Area, APO 154, New Y 


Schultz, Frank E., Hubbard, Iowa 

Schulze, Andrew, 505 Yellowstone 
Valparaiso, Ind. 

Studtmann, Robert H., 2008 Wright Ave., 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Taylor, Chaplain George O., Hq. 187th 
fantry, Airborne Battle Group 1, 
112, New York, N. Y. 

Voorhees, Chaplain David L., 

1202 Prospect, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Wallschlaeger, Byron P., 

4600 Lora, Racine, Wis. 
Weber, Albert J., R. 3, Louisville, Il. 
Wendling, William H., Menno, S. Dak. 


Teachers: 
Block, Rudolf C., 5045 N. 131st St., Bu 


Wis. 

Dobberfuhl, Erwin, 1301 Monroe St., 
Oregon City, Oreg. 

SP icae Louis, 15545 S. Laflin, Chicago 


Gctischalk, Lester A., R. 1, Ceylon, Minr 

Handrich, Eldor G., 6922 W. Wisconsin A 
Milwaukee 13; Wis. 

Kieschnick, Melvin, 6 Cassia Rd., 1st fl., 
yau yat Chuen, Kowloon, Hong Kong 

List, Lorenz O., 1126 N. Tecumseh, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Rodenbeck, Ronald P., 5420 Riveria 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Wolters, Alvin P., em., 36 Willow = 
Little Rock, Ark. 


’ 
; 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the ESS 
Jefferson Ave., St. Lo’ 


ee 3558 S. 
18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installation: 
dedications, anniversaries, and change 
of address of pastors and_ teacher 
should be sent to the Statistical Burea’ 
Lutheran Building, 210 North Broaé 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Letters 


re Hospitality 


am a railroad man with many years 
railroad service and a lifelong member- 
» in the Missouri Synod. 

Juring the past several years I have 
‘ked in the construction field of the 
ion Pacific in the Eastern District of 
r territory. My work takes me to 
yraska, Kansas, Colorado, and Wy- 
ing. 

Vherever I go, I make it a point to 
nd a Lutheran church. During the past 
- years I have attended services in 37 
erent Lutheran churches. 

find that Missouri Synod congregations 
usually the most snobbish and show 
least hospitality to a stranger. 

have found one exception. That is 
tor Paul Rohlfing’s congregation in 
th Omaha, Nebr. Pastor Rohlfing’s 
souri Synod congregation is made up 
friendly folks, who show their Chris- 
attitude in the welcome that they give. 


A RAILROAD MAN 
ost Moving” 


he Zurbaran head of Christ on the 
sr and the complete figure inside the 
il 9 issue of the WITNESS are to me 
oductions of one of the most moving 
satisfying works of art that you have 
1. I am grateful for the opportunity 
seeing them. The: Zurbaran head of 
ist surpasses anything in my memory 
aintings of Christ. 


: ETHEL GRrRosskOoP METELMAN 
Jniversity City, Mo. 


1e Nicest Thing That Ever 
ppened to Me” 


uring the past weeks I have had won- 
ul letters from readers in various parts 
he States which made me resent all this 
licity [see WITNESS cover, March 12] 
it less, for some folks might be 
npted to do a little more for our Lord. 
always considered my humble service 
omething most precious. It never en- 
d my mind that it deserved praise. 
sr all, I am the one who is privileged 
work for the Kingdom. I am giving 
7 that which I have received. 

esides, what particular merit is there 
joing something that is paying such 
| dividends in contentment, happiness, 
inner peace? To know we are our 
’s children and experience His pres- 
: in our daily lives is worth any and 
y part of our efforts. We have that 
th is needful; the world hasn’t any- 
z to offer, nor is there anything to 
er us from living triumphantly and 
dently trusting in His promises, 
ance, and never-ending love. 

y work for the blind is the nicest 
z that has ever happened to me. It 
2 as an answer to long prayer: “Dear 
, send me something, so I may be of 
help to someone.” This was so gra- 
sly answered. I ask myself over and 
Who is really the one who benefits 
my work, the blind or I? ; 
pass on the deep love I feel in my 
't for my Savior to my blind friends. 
will show in eternity that I have led 
single soul to heaven, I have not lived 
nothing. It is worth years of tribula- 


tion, heartache, and pain. I pray for 
strength to continue my services for many 
years to come. May God bless my co- 


workers. CHARLOTTE HELFRICH 
Rock Creek, Ohio 


Faces Traffic 


A dilapidated metal sign took a new 
lease on life when men of Guardian Lu- 
theran Church in Dearborn restored it 
recently. 

Placed at a strategic corner of the 
church property, the sign faces traffic that 
flows daily aiong Cherry Hill Road into 


the neighboring suburbs of Inkster and 
Garden City. 

The white frame sets off a two-tone 
light grey-and-blue background. The figure 
of Christ is outlined in red and projected 
out from the board to give a third dimen- 
sion in daylight and night spotlights. 

The Lutheran Hour and “This Is the 
Life” are emphasized. Dick Schmidt took 
the picture. FRANK H. ABar, Sr. 

Dearborn, Mich. 


Lord’s Supper Central? 


It worries me to hear in our circles the 
claim that the Lord’s Supper is central in 
the church service. 

Is the Lord’s Supper central in the 
Gospels? The first three mention only its 
institution,. the Fourth Gospel does not 
mention it at all. 

The Book of Acts mentions the Lord’s 
Supper only a few times, even if we think 
that every “breaking of bread” means the 
Lord’s Supper, which is highly unlikely. 
Actually, “breaking bread” together means 
eating together, as one does in Christian 
fellowship, and so it can sometimes mean 
Lord’s Supper eating. Else we might argue 
that the early Christians celebrated the 
Lord’s Supper daily in their homes (Acts 
2:46) and that we should do likewise. 
“Breaking bread” was not the Lord’s Sup- 
per at Emmaus (Luke 24), nor in at least 
several instances in the Acts. 

The New Testament Epistles again 
hardly mention the Lord’s Supper except 
in connection with its wrong use in Cor- 
inth —so far was it from being central. 

Doesn’t it, then, seem very unwise to 
say that the Lord’s Supper is central and 
to urge that it should be celebrated every 
Sunday? The logic for it does not rest on 
New Testament use but on early tradition 
and custom. That custom may have been 
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the start of the church’s going wrong, as 
at Corinth. 

Perhaps one ought to add a word of 
warning against “logical conclusions” in 
this connection. When God speaks clearly, 
that settles a matter. But when we draw 
conclusions, these are human. When we 
hang conclusions on conclusions, we are 
on very shaky ground, because our logic 
may have missed a cog and become 
sophistry. Didn’t the Christian Church go 
wrong just in this connection? 

“It’s Christ’s body, therefore it contains 
the blood.” “It’s His body, therefore if 
a mouse eats it, the mouse eats Jesus.” 
“The priest makes the change by his con- 
secration, so we need the priest to get to 
God.” Such conclusions sound logical, but 
we know they lead to wrong teaching. 
Similarly a conclusion that “as often” 
means “every Sunday” is very risky. 

Baptism is just as important as the 
Lord’s Supper, yet it is a once-in-a-lifetime 
Sacrament. The Lord’s Supper takes the 
place of the once-a-year Passover. Impor- 
tance does not depend on frequency or on 
being central. In the New Testament 
Church, clearly the preaching was central 
and informal, and the Sacraments were 
occasional. 

Isn’t it safest to keep them that way? 


Highland, III. MartTIN P. SIMON 


Not Roman 


The article pertaining to the “Catholic 
Church Shows Luther Film”: It happens 
that the Polish National Catholic Church 
is not “Roman Catholic” nor do _ they 
recognize the Pope as the head of the 
National Catholic Church. F 


Peoria, Ill. KIMZEY TACKMANN 


Warnings Needed 


We read with thanksgiving the article 
“A Birthright Worth Preserving.” 

Most publications lean over backward 
in an effort to avoid offending Rome. Such 
a policy is extremely hard to understand 
when considering the fearful extent to 
which Rome is attempting to Romanize 
our beloved nation. 

If our “Watchmen on the Walls,” both 
in the pulpit and through the printed 
word, fail to inform our people, then 
who will? 

Rome has cunningly maneuvered her 
adherents into positions of trust, power, 
and prestige, and each of those followers 
is fanatically dedicated through Catholic 
Action to make America Roman Catholic. 

It is a wonderful thing to admonish our 
people to worship God in the liberty of 
their birthright, but we must ever keep 
in mind the multiplied thousands of pre- 
cious souls who do not have this blessed 
privilege — in Spain, Colombia, and many 
other unfortunate lands under the sway of 
Roman domination. 

Unless we soon awaken from deadly 
sleep into which Rome has mesmerized us, 
we, too, will go down under Satan’s mas- 
terpiece of deception. The handwriting is 
on the wall. May God in His infinite 
mercy make us worthy of the marvelous 
blessings given to us by those who sounded 
the trumpet of warning and who sacrificed 
so much. 


Petersburg, Mich. L. E. DarT 
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~ Your Children... 


will grow in Christian understanding, 
faith, and character .. . 
will enjoy family devotions based on... 


LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD 
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By Allan H. Jahsmann 
and Martin P. Simon 


When your children ask questions, share 
their thoughts with you, and find the daily 
Bible lessons in the home interesting — 
that’s when family devotions become 
meaningful, and real learning takes place. 

This is what you can look forward to 
in basing family devotions on LITTLE 
VISITS WITH GOD, the new book aimed 
directly at stimulating devotional readings 
and conversations in families with chil- 
dren. The devotional readings begin with 
a story or question in every youngster’s 
life — stories about a sick pet, a quarrel- 
some playmate, with questions such as 

“What does God look like?” — simple Bible 
teachings that give God’s answers to their 
experiences and problems. 


Each devotion — and there are 200 in 
all — also contains a Scripture verse to re- 
member, some questions for conversation, 
a Bible reading for mom and dad and the 
older children, and a prayer for the whole 
family. One hundred and thirty-four/de- 
lightful illustrations by Frances Hook en- 
rich the book. 

The book is ideal for parents who want 
to bring up their children in the nurture 
of the Lord. It lends itself to total family 
participation even where the children are 
small, Older children will enjoy reading 
LITTLE VISITS WITH GOD. 

304 pages, 648%. 134 illustrations 

Full-color cloth cover and jacket 
$3.00. Order No. 6W1055 


RUE CEE STS eT, 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


ps 6W1055, LITTLE VISITS Wi{TH GOD, 
by Jahsmann and Simon @ $3.00 
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